
 

MacRae Meadows, NC - 
 

Nothing can be more 
beautiful than the moun-
tains of the Smokies in 
western North Caroli-
na.  And there can be no 
grander a venue for a Scot-
tish games than those held 
at the 56th Annual Scottish 
Games at Grandfather 
Mountain and gathering of 
Scottish Clans.  One of the 
largest Scottish games held 
in North America, it is the 
Granddaddy of them 
all.  It's not the oldest 
games in the US, but it is 
one of the best organized 
in America. 
 

This year’s games were a 
great success. There was a 
little rain on Thursday be-
fore the Opening Torch 
Lighting Ceremony (very 
moving) and some rain on 
Friday morning before 
things really got start-
ed.  The big day on Satur-
day was perfect: sun, 
clouds, and cool weath-

er.  Sunday for the Kirkin' 
O' the Tartan worship cere-
mony had some low hang-
ing clouds - as there were 
for the Parade of Tartans an 
hour later.  There were 92 
clans represented in the 
Parade of Tartans. 
 

At Grandfather Mountain 
Games there is just about 
every kind of competition 
offered: from harp, drums, 
pipes, dancing, bands, and 
even lochaber trump com-
petition (Jaw Harp or Jew's 
Harp).   
 

There is also every type of 

adult athletic and chil-
dren’s athletic competition 
that you can possibly think 
of.  The most grueling are 
the Grandfather Mountain 
Marathon that covers 26.2 
miles and starts in Boone 
NC and ends at MacRae 
Meadows the site of the 
games.  The runners who 
successfully complete the 
race climb over 3,000 ft. 
due to the course's rolling 
terrain.  “The Bear" is an 
assault on the summit of 

Grandfather Mountain  
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Mark Your Calendar 

 Sept. 20 - Tues. - 6:30 - Covered Dish   Dinner - 

Fellowship Presbyterian Church. 

 Oct. 16 - Sunday - 3:00 - New Members Recep-

tion - At the home of Al & Jean McCully’s 

 Dec. 4 - Sunday - 5:30 - St. Andrew’s Day Din-

ner - Westminster Oaks 

 Feb. 4 - Saturday - Burns Supper - Westminster 

Oaks 

A big HELLO from beautiful 

Edinburgh!   
Before we moved to Scot-
land we looked at weather 
forecasts and records to 
see what summer would 
look like in our new 
home.  Coming from Flor-
ida, we didn't quite know 
what to expect and were, 
frankly, a little nervous that 

we might be saying good-
bye to the sun.  Well, we 
can now give you a full  

report:  June was cool and 
damp, but July has been 
absolutely GORGEOUS. 
We have even used sun-
screen!  The blue skies and 
glorious sunshine have 
been such a blessing, and 
we're thankful that we 
have been able to enjoy so 
many sunny days. 

see MICHAELS -  page 2 

Nothin’ Could Finer than to be in Carolina…!  

Photo from Ernest McNeill 
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Eric King 

Editor’s Corner 

Ministers of the Scottish Govern-
ment and MSP’s are now elected for 
a fixed five-year term.  The last elec-
tion was held on May 5th 2011 - as 
reported on the May 2011 issue of 
this newsletter - with the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) winning a ma-
jority. 
 
 

Don’t forget to visit Beth Gay Free-
man’s newsletter, “Beth’s New 
Fangled Family Tree” at: 
http://www.electricscotland.com/
bnft/index.htm.    

 
  
MICHAEL - from page 1 

It's about to get crazy in Edin-
burgh!  In the month of August, mil-
lions of people (no exaggera-
tion) descend upon the city for The 
Fringe Festival.  Thousands of artists 
and performers, of all kinds, cele-
brate their art in hundreds of venues 
all over Edinburgh.  

 

There's not a hotel or B&B any-
where nearby with an available 
room. People even rent out rooms 
(or just floor space) in their homes. 
 

We have already seen the tourists 
arrive en masse this summer, but 
we've heard it is merely a precursor 
to the craziness that is The Fringe. 
 

I guess that's why Edinburgh is the 
Festival capital of the world! 
 

Next week we will celebrate living in 
Edinburgh for 4 months. Month 
three was definitely when we hit the 
culture shock "wall", but God is 
good and we came through on the 
other side to blue skies and a great 
outlook.  Thank you to those who 
continue to pray for our family, we 
have felt your loving support. 

Peace and love, 

Mark, Andrea, Jordan &                   

  Ashlyn Michael     

The Scottish Government is 

the Devolved Administration 
 

What is devolution in Scotland?  In 
1997, the majority of Scottish voters 
expressed the desire for a Scottish 
Parliament with tax-raising powers.  
(Why anyone would want to pay more taxes remains 

a mystery.)   
 

In 1998, the British Parliament 
passed the Scotland Act which gave 
Scotland devolved powers.  These 
powers include Health, Education and 
Training, Local Government, Social 
Work, Housing, Planning, Tourism, Eco-
nomic Development, Law and Home Af-
fairs, Police and Fire, The Environment, 
Natural and Built Heritage, Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, Sport and The 
Arts, Statistics, Transport. 
 

Powers that are reserved by the 
Westminster Parliament are Foreign 
Affairs, Defense and National Secu-
rity, and Social Security. 
 

For the first time since passing the 
Act of Union on March 25, 1707, a 
Scottish Parliament, comprised of 
129 members (MSP’s), convened on 
July 1, 1999.  When the new Parlia-
ment buildings were completed at 
Holyrood in 2004, the Queen per-
formed the opening ceremony. 

It’s been a long hot summer.  
Soon it should be cool enough to 
“wool-up” and begin the Fall and 
Winter SAS calendar of events! 

 

Our first event of the season is 
our Covered Dish Supper which 
will be held Tuesday, September 
20 at 6:30 at the Friendship Pres-
byterian Church in Killearn.  A 
genealogy program is being devel-
oped at this writing.  
 

Sunday, October 16 at 3:00, marks 
our annual New Members’ Re-
ception which will be held at the 
home of Al and Jean McCully.  
Piper Major Joe Ashcraft, a 2011 
Mitchell Scholarship recipient, will 
share his experiences and perhaps  
a piobaireachd or ceol beag from his 
time at the Sandy Jones Piping 
School this summer. 
 

As most of you know, St. An-
drew’s Day is held on November 
30 in Scotland.  We will celebrate 
this Scottish holiday on Sunday, 
December 4 at 6:30 at Westmin-
ster Oaks’ Maguire Center. 
 

The “high holies” on our calendar 
of course, is Burns’ Nicht which 
we will celebrate on February 4, 
also at the Maguire Center. 
 

These are just a few of the events 
that are scheduled.  Stay tuned for 
more information.  If you are not 
on a committee and would like to 
be, please let President Henderson 
know.  I’m sure the Ruth Pryor, 
our Events Coordinator would 
appreciate assistance, especially 
with the St. Andrew’s and Burns’ 
dinners. 

Coming Attractions! 

Answers to Scottish Trivia on page:  1. Pad-
dy’s Milestone; 2.  France; 3. Lewis: 4. Saw-
ney Bean; 5. Ardnamurchan; 6. Sir Tom 
Hunter; 7. Paisley; 8. Eat them; 9. Auld Reek-
ie; 10, Cutty-Sark 

Scottish Parliament at Holyrood - Opened 2004 

Photo by E. O’Keefe 



by Sue Lawrence jokes that a common ques-
tion asked of Scotsmen about their intended 
bride was “Can she cook mince!” because 
mince was served at least three times a week 
in most Scottish households.”  
 

Cooking mince and tatties follows no set 
recipe or form of cooking although the dish 
generally consists of varying amounts of 
onions, minced beef, root vegetables, sea-
soning and stock, and thickening agent such 
as flour, oatmeal or cornstarch. 
 

Rather than swimming on a plate I prefer 
my mince in a pie so I offer you this recipe 
based on one from the web by Karen Bar-
bour.  
 

As a note, let me tell you that at first I was a 
little taken aback by the boiling of the beef 
until I tasted the pie --- and then I reasoned 
that boiling and draining the meat eliminat-
ed most of the fat from the dish.   

 

I was discussing this dish with another 

friend who said it sounded very much like 
an old family recipe of her family of French 
heritage.  Perhaps this was brought to Scot-

Membership Badges (seen below.) 
These attractive metal and enamel 
badges may be purchased from 
Babs Stewart at  385.3037 for $5.00 
each. 

 
 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to call Laurie Long at 
510.9866 for shirts, sweaters, blous-
es, jackets or hats with our SAS 
badge embroidered on them.  

 

We are proud of the  St. Andrew 
Society of Tallahassee and our 
membership in it.  If you aren’t al-
ready doing so, express that pride 
by ordering your SAS Name Tag 
and Membership Badge today. 

 
Name Tags may be ordered from 
Nick Baldwin at 877.0249.  Name 
tags with magnetic backs can be 
purchased for $10.25.  Tags with 
pin backs are $8.25.   
 

Name Tags - Membership Badges - Tartan Banners 

 

Mince Pie (for the not so daring!) 

       By Linda Frazier 

 

I have heard some say that Scottish cuisine 
is food based on a dare.  All joking aside, I 
admit to being timid when confronted by 
some unidentified Scottish food. 
 

During last year’s trip through Scotland I 
often observed Scots eating heaping-to-
overflowing plates stacked with fried potato 
logs, pork and beans, and some brown, 
ground mystery meat.  I was amazed at 
what they ate.  The portions were huge --- 
and not a green vegetable in sight!  I was 
unsure of what they were eating (and too 
polite to ask). 
 

By chance while looking for a Scottish reci-
pe to bring to one of our covered dish din-
ners featuring Scottish food I found the 
dish I had seen eaten so often in Scotland.  
What I had witnessed was none other than 
the famous “Mince and Tatties”—not 
mincemeat, but mince, a form of ground 
beef (mince) with potatoes (tatties) --- 
which my traveling companion Peg ob-
served sounded much better than it looked. 
 

According to the website Traditional Scottish 
Recipes, “Mince and Tatties” is a popular 
dish throughout Scotland and enjoyed 
throughout the world by many families. It is 
relatively cheap to make and fills the hun-
griest of tummies.   Scots Cooking: The Best 
Traditional and Contemporary Scottish Recipes  
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Tartan Banners may be pur-
chased by calling Dunedin Scot-
tish at 800.237.5836 and asking 
for Daryl MacDonald.  Be sure to 
mention you are a member of the 

Tallahassee St. Andrew Society.  
You can also call Eric King at 
894.8955 for more information or 
he can order it for you saving 
sales tax. 

land by Mary Queen of Scots (or vice 
versa). 

 Cover 1 ½ pounds of lean 
ground beef and boil until the beef 
is cooked through and drain. 
 

 Add 4 cups of water to cooked 
beef, one large onion, minced and 
bouillon to taste and cook until the 
onion is soft. 
 

 Add gravy to the mixture made 
by either using a beef gravy packet, 
a jar of beef gravy, or combining 2 
Tbsp cornstarch and ¼ cup of ei-
ther water or beef broth or bouil-
lon, stirring until smooth.  Cook 
until thickened. 
 

 Pour the beef mixture into a 
pastry crust and cover the top with 
another pastry crust, crimping the 
edges and pricking the top. Brush 
the crust down with 1 Tbsp of 
milk or a wash made from a beat-
en egg. 
 

 Bake the pie at 375 degrees F 
for 30 minutes or until the crust is 
lightly browned. 
 
Serve the pie with mashed potatoes and a 
green vegetable. 
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until  his death in 405AD.  His dyn-
asty, the O'Neals, ruled Ireland until 
1002AD. 
 

The descendants of “Niall of the 
Nine Hostages” spread all over Ire-
land, and around 1000AD many 
came to the Norse-held island of 
Barra, the southern most major is-
land of the Outer Hebrides in Scot-
land.  Some went to other Scottish 
islands such as Gigha, Taynish, and 
Colonsay. 

Around 1030AD, the 21st chief of 
the Macneils went to the island of 
Barra and began building a castle on 
a  two acre rock out in the southern 
bay, a fortress called Kisimul Cas-
tle. This castle still stands and has 
never fallen to an enemy. 
 

Most of the Macneil chiefs were an 
interesting lot who were given 
names that reflected their nature or 
events in their lives, such as "Black 
Rory, the Unjust" (a name well 
earned); "Roderick, the Gen-
tle", "Roderick, the General"; and 
one of the most interesting, the 
35th chief, "Rory, the Turbulent". 
 

In 1735 there was a large exodus of 
Macneils to the Cape Fear in North 
Carolina and another emigration in 
1746 to the Carolinas and Nova 
Scotia. 
 

In 1938, Robert Lister Macneil, 
45th chief of the clan began restor-
ing  Kisimul castle which for almost 
200 years had lain in ruin.  So with a 

We welcome Ernest McNeill to the “St. 
Andrew’s Cross” team.  Each issue, he 
will be contributing a brief article on the  
history of a Scottish clan.  Some of our 
members are already active in their clan 
societies here in the US and in Scotland.  
Many however are just getting started.  
We hope Ernest’s enthusiasm for clan 
activities will inspire other members to 
become involved in their own.  With the 
name McNeill it was fairly certain which 
clan with whom he would begin.    
    

Rory Macneil of Barra, the 47th 
chief of clan Macneil, became chief 
upon the death of his father Ian 
Doderick Macneil in February of 
last year.  The Macneil clan is one 
of the oldest Scottish clans.  In fact, 
at The Flood, the Macneils had their 
own boat. The motto of the Mac-
neils is "BUAIDH NO BAS" in 
gaelic, "VINCERE VEL MORI" in 
latin, "VICTORY OR DEATH" 
in English.   

All Macneils, Neals, Neils, Neelys, 
O'Neils, Nelsons, Neilsons, and 
people who have such names that 
are among the hundreds of varia-
tions of the name "Macneil", are 
descended from an Irish king called 
"Niall of the Nine Hostages".  He 
ruled over the Ulster half of Ireland 
(Northern Ireland) from 379AD 

grant from the British government 
and donations from the Clan Mac-
neill Association of America and 
others, the restoration began.   Res-
toration of Kisimul castle in all of 
it's glory was completed by the 46th 
chief Ian Roderick Macneil in the 
late 1970s. 
 

Today, Kisimul castle is maintained 
by Historic Scotland, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the preservation 
of Scottish antiquities such as cas-
tles.  It rents the castle from the 
chief of the clan for one pound and 
a bottle of Talisker scotch per year. 
 

Another interesting fact about the 
little 8 by 14 mile island of Barra, 
was that in a 2007 issue of Scottish 
Life Magazine, the isle of Barra was 
voted the most scottish place in all 
of Scotland. 

For more information on joining 
the Clan Macneil Association of 
America contact Ernest McNeill, 
North Florida Commissioner at 850
-482-8140 or Vice President of 
Membership, Rhonwyn McNeill at 
334-834- 0612.  Also check out   
www.clanmacneilusa.us.                  
                          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Ernest McNeill     

   The Clan Report           

http://www.clanmacneilusa.us
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A realtor in the United Kingdom is 
called an estate agent, which is 
weird to me, because in America 
estates are things people leave be-
hind when they die and have no use 
for anymore. But out there no one 
has to die, which is happier all 
around, unless you’re the student 
looking to rent that estate. 
 

In that case, you’ll need a guarantor 
- someone who signs your lease as a 
promise you’ll pay but who is not 
ultimately responsible for your rent. 
Apparently the guarantor’s role is to 
provide threats and verbal abuse 
when payment is not forthcoming. 
“You bring shame upon us both,” 
he might say. “Don’t make me call 
your mother!” This is Scotland’s 
version of a baseball bat to the 
kneecaps and it complicates my life. 
 

My search has settled on a particu-
lar neighborhood in Glasgow, on 
the South Side. It’s centrally-located 
yet low on knife-crime, which is 
always a plus for me. The real sell-
ing point is their welcoming attitude 
toward pets, which turns out to be 
the #1 on my hierarchy of needs. 1. 
Takes dogs. 2. Internet access. 3. 
Safe area. 4. Has walls, roof, access 
to heat…  
 

Six months ago I coveted the sassy 

host band the Grandfather Moun-
tain Highlanders. 
 

Another sad note at this game, es-
pecially Clan MacNeil was the ab-
sence of the Vice President for Ad-
vancement of the GMHG, Royce 
McNeill.  Due to a severe illness, he 
was unable to attend the games for 
the first time since the games start-
ed in 1955.  He was President of 
the Clan MacNeil Association of 
America for over 20 years, and a 
recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of  

Honor.  He was greatly missed by 
the GMHG Board of Directors and 
Clan MacNeil. 
 

 

So if you are making up your 
"Bucket List" you need to go to the 
GMHG in Lineville, NC soon. ----- 
www.GMHG.org   

Reported by Ernest McNeill 

and convenient West End, but my 
Westie’s happiness changes my pri-
orities. I just hope Lacey appreci-
ates my sacrifice.  Like the mom 
who traumatizes her children with 
stories of difficult labor, I will never 
let her forget it.  
 

“Do you see what we’re missing?” I 
will ask. “Other dogs kiss their 
owners, but you! You pee on the 
bath mat.” 
 

 
GRANDFATHER - from page 1 
 

itself that climbs 1,568ft over the 5 
mile course.  The most difficult race 

to me (even though I don't partici-
pate) is "The Grizzly Bike Race".  It 
covers 65 miles with 7,000ft of 
climbing.  During the race they 
climb over Beech Mountain (where 
Lance Armstrong has trained) then 
eventually up to the track at 
MacRae Meadows.  Sadly this year 
one of the cyclist lost his life in a 
crash. 
 

The pipe bands at the games this 
year were, NC State University 
Pipes and Drums, the Blue 
Ridge  Brass and Pipes/Montreat 
Scottish Pipes and Drums, the 
Jamestown Pipes and Drums, the 
Loch Norman Pipe Band, and the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Xenia Schiller   

  “Aff Tae Glesga Toun!” 

 

An Honest Man, For a’  That ? 
 

A Glaswegian stops before a graveyard 
in a West End cemetery and notices a   
carved tombstone  declaring,: 
 

"Here lies a lawyer and an honest 
man..."  

 

"Ach, who'd ewer think..." he mur-
mured, "there'd be eneugh room fer 
twa men in that ane wee grave…?"  

Xenia Schiller is one of our “Bruce Mitchell 
Scholarship” recipients for 2011.  She will be 
working on her master’s degree in creative writing 
at University of Glasgow.  We are delighted that 
Xenia has agreed to “gie” us a monthly up-date 
“frare deare auld Glesga toun”. She is presently 
busy getting ready for her new challenge.  Xenia 
leaves  Birmingham for Glasgow on August 22nd. 

Photo from Ernest McNeill 

http://www.GMHG.org
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State University and embarking on my 
career with the Tallahassee Fire De-
partment.  So I was well settled here 
when, in 1983, I responded to an open 
call for pipers issued by the Tallahassee 
Pipe Band.  I had never played the 
pipes before, but the Band was willing 
to train me.  I was 31 when I joined.  
 

SAS: After you joined the Band, was 
there a particular mentor or teacher 
who inspired you? 
 

The late Jean Rosenau – U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran, SAS member and Talla-
hassee Pipe Band member – was my 
first teacher.  I practiced hard under 
her tutelage because she was such a 
sweet woman, and I didn't want to dis-
appoint her.   Jean taught me for two 
years, but a terminal illness sadly ended 
her playing and teaching.  Fellow Band 
member and piping buddy John 
McKinnon also inspired me.  John 
helped me immensely in developing 
my execution of bagpipe embellish-
ments such as grace notes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAS: In addition to your mentors 
Jean and John, do you have a role 
model or noted performer who has 
particularly influenced your play-
ing? 
 

I have three.  First is Alasdair Gillies, 
arguably the best piper in the world, 
winning more Highland Bagpiping 
championships than anyone in recent 
history.  Before becoming Director of 
the Piping Program at Carnegie Mellon 
University, Gillies was a Pipe Major in 
the Queen’s Own Highlanders.  Se-
cond on my list is Fred Morrison, a 
truly natural musician.  Fluid, improvi-
sational, playful and soulful are all 

terms that aptly describe his style.  My 
third role model is Canadian piping 
instructor Bob Worrall, a great teacher 
and composer.  His classes on piping 
pedagogy and ability to convey inter-
pretations of piobaireachd (ceol mor – 
“great music”) and ceol beag – “little 
music” are simply the best. 
 

SAS: Have you had the opportunity 
to work with any of these gentle-
men? 
 

Yes.  At the 2000 International Celtic 
Music Festival in Brittany, I was hon-
ored to be asked by Bob Worral to 
perform at one of his lecture-
demonstrations.  To my shock, I dis-
covered that the lecture venue was a 
large auditorium with hundreds of at-
tendees.  Despite the butterflies, I suc-
cessfully played the traditional air “Fair 
Maid of Barra” and one of Bob’s own 
compositions, the hornpipe “Drew 
James MacIntosh.”  
 

I also had the privilege of studying 
with Fred Morrison and Bob Worral 
for three weeks at the Gaelic College in 
Baddeck, Nova Scotia, where Celtic 
traditions and traditional piping are 
very much alive.  I even learned some 
rudimentary Scots Gaelic! 
 

SAS: In addition to noted solo per-
formers and teachers, do you have a 
favorite pipe band?  
 

Two Canadian bands, the 78th Fraser 
Highlanders and the Simon Fraser Uni-
versity Pipe Band, offer an appealing 
blend of traditional and contemporary 
pipe music.  MacUmba blends dyna-
mite piping with Brazilian samba 
drumming.  Clann An Drumma 
(“Children of the Drum”) is a fun per-
formance group emphasizing tradition-
al “tribal” Scottish drums.  The band 
Bagad Kemper from the French prov-
ince of Brittany is a favorite, because I 
find the Breton regional style of Celtic 
music particularly compelling with its 
medieval-sounding themes and suites.  
 

In the next issue of The St. Andrew Cross, 
our SAS interview of Joe Ashcraft continues 
with Joe’s reflections on his summer workshop, 
favorite tunes and personal pipe collection. -JB 

Official SAS Piper 
Tells All!  - Part I 

No lover of Auld Scotland would disagree 
that a St. Andrew Society without an official 
piper is like a Burns Supper without haggis.  
Fortunately for the St. Andrew Society of 
Tallahassee, the position of official piper is in 
the capable hands of Joe Ashcraft, who has 
served in this capacity for seven years.  But 
who exactly is this kilted virtuoso behind the 
Great Highland Bagpipes?  Joe is a Lieuten-
ant in the City of Tallahassee Fire Depart-
ment, so SAS set out one hot summer evening 
to Fire Station No. 7 in Killearn, where Joe 
was on duty, to determine the answer to that 
question. 
 

SAS: Joe, to start at the beginning, 
how did you get interested in play-
ing the bagpipes?   
 

I grew up in San Antonio, Texas.  Mu-
sic appreciation was always part of the 
household atmosphere.  Although my 
parents encouraged me to play an in-
strument, I had the “can't sit still’s” as 
a kid and never got very far with any 
instrument.  There were no pipe bands 
in San Antonio then – now there are 
two.  I subsequently discovered there 
was a Scots piper, Sergeant John 
McGregor, who defended my home 
town at the Alamo in 1836, entertain-
ing his comrades during lulls in the 
battle.  I was in my late twenties when 
I first heard live pipers performing.  
The stirring sound of the Great High-
land Bagpipes made a great impression 
on me.  
 

SAS: How did that initial attraction 
result in your taking up the Great 
Highland Bagpipes? 
 

I had lived in North Florida for some 
time after graduating from Florida 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Jay Breeze 

                             “A Mermaid’s Tale” 



“Wherever the pilgrim turns his feet, he finds 
Scotsmen in the forefront of civilization and 
letters. They are the premiers in every colony, 
professors of every university, teachers, editors, 
lawyers, engineers and merchants ð everything 
and always at the front.ó   
 

   - Sir Walter Besant  (1836-1901)  English Writer 
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Early in July, we received a note 
from Jim Bishop, the 80th Presi-
dent of the St. Andrew Society of 
Philadelphia.  As you may know, 
the SAS Philadelphia was founded 
in 1747, making it one of the earli-
est Societies “relieving distress” in 
America.  Jim has promised to send 
along a copy of their history for our 
library - from which I will probably 
cull a few articles for this newslet-
ter.  In the meantime here is Jim’s 
letter: 
 

Dear Eric, 

I was happy to see your recent 
newsletter, and your intention 
to inform your members on the 
Scottish contributions to our 
early government here in 
America. 
 

I wanted to briefly let you know 
that our Scots heritage societies 
were very busy back in those 
days.  Here in Philadelphia, our 
Society had five members who 
signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence:  James Wilson, 
George Ross, Thomas McKean, 
Philip Livingston, and the Rev. 
John Witherspoon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Unfortunately, he does not get 
much credit because he was 
killed several days later at the 
Battle of Princeton.  We have 
his sword, one of our most pre-
cious relics.  Interestingly, 
Hugh Mercer fought at  Cullod-
en, then for Pennsylvania in the 
ñFrench and Indian 
Warò (where he became friends 
with Washington), then our 
Revolution.  
 

James Wilson, a lawyer and 
professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania, went on to serve 
our country during the Consti-
tutional Convention, where he 
ñinventedò the office of Presi-
dent, helped figure out the dif-
ficult questions of terms, im-
peachment, etc. so as to avoid 
the office becoming a kingship 
or dictatorship.  That same 
year, he was President of our 
Society...busy man. 
 

It is hard to image those times, 
problems and geniuses of Scots 
background.  But they got the 
job done! 
 

Regards, 

Jim 

James S. Bishop 
80th President  

St. Andrew Society of Philadelphia 
 

 

 

 

 
For more go to:  www.standrewsociety.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
One of the earliest casualties of 
the war, and a good friend of 
George Washingtonôs, Brigadier 
General Hugh Mercer, was also 
a member.  He came up with 
the idea of crossing the Dela-
ware to attack the British in 
Trenton on 26 Dec. 1776, a gue-
rilla action that became our 
first big victory after Bunker 
Hill, and set the victorious 
strategy of attacking, then leav-
ing instead of lining up to shoot 
it out like they did in Europe.   
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Scottish Trivia 
 

 

1. Located approximately half way be-
tween Glasgow and Belfast, the island 
of Ailsa Craig is also called this other 
name locally? 

 ____ Half-way House 

 ____ Gannet Glen 

 ____ Puffin Peak 

 ____ Paddy’s Milestone 

 

2. What country, along with Scotland, 
formed the 'Auld Alliance' from the late 
13th century until the Reformation?  

 ____ France 

 ____ Ireland 

 ____ England 

 ____ Wales 

 

3. Callanish. (calanais) The standing stones 
of Callanish are on which Scottish island?  

 ____ Skye 

 ____ Lewis 

 ____ Coll 

 ____ Jura 
 

4. Who was the mythical cannibal that 
lived in a cave in South Ayrshire, Scotland 
with his large family?  

 ____ Jock McMad 

 ____ Sawney Bean 

 ____ Willie White 

 ____ Hugh “the Cook” Wilson        

 

5. What is commonly described as the 
westernmost point on mainland Britain? 

 ____ Port Patrick 

 ____ Ardnamurchan 

 ____ Stranraer 

 ____ Campbelltown 

 

6. In 2007, who was Scotland's one and 
only billionaire?  

 ____ Sir Tom Farmer 

 ____ Sir Sean Connery 

 ____ Sir David Murray 

 ____ Sir Tom Hunter 

 

7. Which of these places is NOT a Scot-
tish city?  

 ____ Dundee 

 ____ Stirling 

 ____ Paisley 

 ____ Inverness 
 

8. When in Scotland, what would you do 
with Stovies?  

 ____ Race them 

 ____ Hit nails with them 

 ____ Eat them 

 ____ Wear them 
 

9. What is the somewhat unflattering 
nickname of Edinburgh?  

 ____ Auld Stinky 

 ____ Auld Pongy 

 ____ Auld Smelly 

 ____ Auld Reekie 
 

10. The Robert Burns poem 'Tam O' 
Shanter' tells the tale of Tam being pur-
sued by a witch. The witch was called 
Nannie, what was she nicknamed in the 
poem?  

 ____ Cutty-Sark 

 ____ Maid O’ Ayr 

 ____ Sultry Sue 

 ____ Alloway Annie 
 

Answers will be found on bottom of page 2. 


