
 

The voice of Nature loudly 
cries, 

 

And many a message from 
the skies, 

 

That something in us never 
dies. 

ROBERT BURNS  
(1759-1796) 

 

Although a chill abides 
in the air, I'm still 
warmed by the memory 
of being with Burns, 
amid friends, while en-
joying fellowship and 
good food.  
 

Of the many toasts and 

tributes to the Bard of 
Scotland, I have never 
heard a finer "Immortal 
Memory," than  that 
which was delivered by 
Hugh Lochore. 
 

The wit and wisdom 
of  toasts to the lads and 
lassies, delivered by that 
darlin' couple Nyle and 
Jana Strain, costs me a  
chuckle still; while Keiff 
Lindsey brought dignity 
and respect to his offer-
ing of a toast to our 
president.   
 

The Rev. James Urqu-
hart set the tone in the 
"Grace," with a verse by 
Burns neatly folded in.  
 

What inspired me was to 
see the young folks 
among us. The toast to 
the Queen was nobly 
done by James Capps, 
who came to dinner 
with two lovelies in 
tow.           

Ex-pres. Eric King  
showed his thespian 
abilities in grand style 
with the òAddress to the 
Haggisó and òTo a 
Mouseó.  
 

The evening's profes-
sional entertainment was 
given with authority and 
skill under the leadership 
of Dick Rixey. 
 

It all came together 
thanks to the skill and 
planning or our lovely 
Piper, Mary Rixey.   
 

We are truly, truly fortu-
nate to have so much 
talent in our midst, with 
special gratitude due to 
our Pipe Major, Joe 
Ashcraft, who filled the 

air with "Scotland The 
Brave."  
 

Your Happy Pres., 

Presidentõs Message 

Clan Henderson to 

be Honored Clan at 

April  Scottish Games 

Clan Henderson was 
chosen as Honored Clan 
at the April 10 Tallahas-
see Highland Games by 
the Scottish Games 
Council of Tallahassee.
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Mar. 9, Tues. - Covered Dish Supper - Fellow-

ship Presby Church - 6:30 p.m. 

Apr. 6, Tues. - Tartan Day Covered Dish Supper 

- Fellowship Presby. Church - 6:30 p.m. 

Apr. 10, Sat. - Highland Games - Fairgrounds  

May 2, Sun, - Annual Meeting & Picnic - Piney Z 

Lodge 

Reminder:  Board Meetings every 2nd Monday of 

the month at Fellowship Presby. Church - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Henderson MacKendrick 

(modern) 

The name Henderson or 
MacKendrick (Henry's 
son) is the same as Hen-
ryson or in Gaelic 
MacEanruig. The princi-
pal family came from 
Glencoe, and were he-
reditary pipers to Clan 
Abrach.                        
Sola Virtus Nobilitat ! 



 

out to the farm, I noticed Mac-

Donaldõs Shell Oil station, Mac-

Donaldõs Lumber Supply, and 

MacDonaldõs Drug Store.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The farm owner, Mrs. Smith, had a 
room and I took it.  While unload-
ing my car, she asked why anyone 
from Tallahassee, Florida would 
drive all way up to little old Anti-
gonish?   I told her I was a Mac-
Donald and that my great-great-
great grandfather had settled there.  
I wanted to see and feel my family 
homeland, and maybe find some-
one who knew someone who knew 
someone.  She laughed, and then 
laughed some more.  She said eve-
ryone in Antigonish was either a 
MacDonald or related to a Mac-
Donald. I remembered the Mac-
Donald businesses I had passed as 
she told me her maiden name was 
MacDonald! Well, more specifi-
cally, the maternal side of my tree 
is mostly Beaton.  She laughed 
again, louder.  There was a small  

(Journey continued page 3) 

I came into this world òõDonald 
MacDonaldó.  At age five, I was 
adopted and my name changed to 
Donald Wilson.  I had little contact 
with the MacDonald side of my life 
until my father died in 1986. His 
wife invited me to his funeral, so I 
flew up to Pittsburgh, rented a car 
and drove out to the family home.  
A lady, whom I later learned was a 
neighbor, answered the door.  She 
fell over backwards in shock-she 
said she thought my Dad had come 
back to life. I guess I looked like 
him.  After everyone oohed and aa-
hed for awhile I met my half 
brother, Todd, and two half sisters, 
Laura and Lynn.  Todd had chased 
the family tree back to Allan 
òBlackieó MacDonald who came 
over from Lochaber, Scotland to 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia in 1797. 

This really began a strong yearn in 
me to get in touch with my linage 
by going up to Nova Scotia and 
getting a feel for my MacDonald 
homeland.  First one thing and 
then another came up and kept me 
from going, but my yearning stayed 
strong and in 1990 I said: òTo heck 
with it, Iõm going up thereó. So 
that summer I put the top down 
on my Corvette and headed out. 

I drove to Portland, Maine and 

took the ferry over to Yarmouth 

and began a tour of Nova Scotia 

up to Antigonish staying in bed 

and breakfast inns. When I got to 

Antigonish, I had three B&Bs on 

my list but none  had a vacancy.  

The owner of the third said she 

knew a lady who took guests at her 

farm just out of town.   As I drove 

As you are probably aware, The St. 
Andrewõs Cross is traditionally cop-
ied and mailed out in the months 
of August, November, January, 
March and April in black and 
white.  Those of you for whom we 
have email addresses will receive it 
by that method, and also via email 
in color.   

Additionally, email address holders 
have already begun to receive The 
Cross in color during the other 
months as well.  Since there are no 
printing/copying/mailing costs for 
our electronic version, our goal is 
to expand the pages and to offer 
even more information about Scot-
land and its history and culture, 
member experiences and articles, 
and any other subjects or submis-
sions members would like to con-
tribute. 

If you have had experiences in 
Scotland or pictures you would like 
to share, please send them to me.  
If there is a particular subject you 
would like to learn more about, let 
me know.  If you would like to 
submit an article, story, anecdote, 
poem, or tasteful joke, get it to me.  
If there is a book, movie, TV 
show, current event, or favorite 
website, please share it.  We want 
your membership in the St. An-
drew Society to be meaningful, in-
formative and fun! 

Our first member submission 

which follows comes from SAS 

Trustee, Don Wilson.   

 

 

            

Notes from the Editor 

My Journey to Antigonish 

By Don Wilson  
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Helpful  

Websites 

 (Journey continued from page 2)- 

town just east of Antigonish where 
the Beatons lived.  Most Anti-
gonish MacDonalds married Bea-
tons and most Beatons married 
MacDonalds.  In fact, her maternal 
side was Beaton. 

Needless to say, I felt lost in a deep 

sea of MacDonalds and Beatons; 

but I took out a copy of my family 

tree and asked if she would look it 

over.  She had just begun reading 

when she let out a loud òOh My 

God!ó Her grandfather and my 

grandfather were brothers!!  I had 

come all the way to Antigonish, 

Nova Scotia to stay ay my cousinõs 

B&B!! 

She was married with three kids 
who were new cousins.   They 
drove me around town and I met 
several other cousins. The new 
cousins told old family tales and 
gave me books on the history and 
lore of Antigonish.   

Mr. Smith knew where the old 
family farm was and we rode out 
there.  As I got out of his old pick-
up truck, it hit me that I was look-
ing at the same pastures and moun-
tains my great-great-great grandfa-
ther had gazed upon.  At that very 
moment, I was walking on the 
same land my great, great, great 
grandfather had farmed.   

As I strolled over the farm, I found 
an old house which had rotted and 
fallen down.  I poked through the 
rubble and found an old cheap 
door knob.  That magnificent knob 
is now hanging on the wall in my 
home.  Every time I see it I think:  
òWhat a lucky boyó! 

What an experience!!   I do realize 
that I am a lucky boy.  How many 

Here are a few websites you might 
find helpful and interesting.  If you 
have another personal favorite let 
us know. 

www.electr icscot land.com - 
Alastair McIntyre has virtually any-
thing you would ever want to 
know about Scotland with links to 
entire books and thousands of 
other sites. 

www.scotssites.co.uk - A great site 
of sites. 

www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk - 
A good site to help you get your 
bearings before you go.  

www.nls.uk - The National Library 
of Scotland. 

www.heritageofscotland - A good 
site for Scottish clothing, located 
right on the òRoyal Mileó in Edin-
burgh.  I have purchased things 
from them.  Very good quality 
products with excellent service. 

www.jhiggins.net - An excellent 
US kilt manufacturer located in 
Lenexa, KS.  Their kilt makers are 
Scottish and Scots trained.  As 
good as many Scottish kilt compa-
nies.  They buy the tartan cloth in 
bulk, make the kilts to order and 
you save nearly $100-200 in duty. 

bbc.co.uk/history/scottishhistory -  
In Search of Scotland - A very good 
historical primer. 

http://scotland.stv.tv - Catch the 
news, weather, sports, and pro-
gram on Scotlandõs television net-
work. 

www.scotsman.com - All of Scot-
landõs news òthatõs fit to printó.    

people have stood on the very soil 
that their grandfather, great grand-
father, great-great-grandfather and 
great-great-great-grandfather have 
stood?  I donõt know any. 

I guess the point of my tale is that  
if you look and look diligently, and 
keep on looking, there is no telling 
what you will discover.  But if you 
donõt look at all...  The great joy 
and meaning is in the discovery.  
That is certainly one big reason Iõm 
a member of the St. Andrew Soci-
ety. 

Iõve never been to Scotland, but I 
will go (not in a Corvette.)  My 
wonderful journey to Antigonish 
was only the beginning. 
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The Journey Continues 
Don Wilson is about to embark upon a 
project and solicits your help. Don has 
suggested, and the Board wholeheartedly 
agrees, that because many members join 
the SAS as a way of learning more about 
thair ane contrie and the culture and history 
of their ancestors, a series of historical 
and cultural òseminarsó will be developed 
and presented at our pot luck dinners.  
Don therefore asks for your help. 
 

His plan is to hold an organizational 
meeting to determine what key elements 
or subjects should be addressed in a series 
of four half hour to one-hour seminars.  
Subjects such as historical overview, 
dress, travel advice, language, regional 
differences within Scotland, music, litera-
ture, immigration and migration, learning 
resources, etc. need to be prioritized and 
given scope.  From that, four separate 
presentation/discussion programs will be 
developed and offered. 
 

Those members wishing to help with this 
program should contact Don Wilson at 
422.0369.  We know that many long-time 
members have a wealth of information 
and experience.  Even if you have never 
been to Scotland and wish to; even if you 
know very little Scottish history but, want 
to, teaching is one of the best ways to 
learn. Come join us.  
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  Burns Celebrated With  

�³�,�P�P�R�U�W�D�O���0�H�P�R�U�\�´���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���+�X�J�K���/�R�F�K�R�U�H��
and his wife Brooke. 

�³�3�L�S�H�U�´���0�D�U�\���5�L�[�H�\���	���E�D�J�S�L�S�H�U��
Joe Ashcraft toasting the Haggis. 

SAS President & Master of Ceremonies 

Dan MacDonald  

�³�7�D�H���W�K�H���4�X�H�H�Q���´��������-     James Capps �³�7�D�H���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���´���a���.�H�L�I�I�H�U���/�L�Q�G�V�H�\ �³�3�D�L�Q�F�K�����W�U�L�S�H���R�U���W�K�D�L�U�P���´��- �´�7�D�H���W�K�H���K�D�J�J�L�V���´ 

Eric King 

Tae the Lassies! 

Nyle Strain 

�³Tae the Laddies! 

Jana Strain �³�������V�D�H���O�H�W���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���E�H�W�K�D�Q�N�L�W���´ 

Chaplain, the Rev. James Urquhart 


