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St. Andrews 
Cross  

Burns Night Will Feature Our Own Rixey & McMillan  
Saturday, February 2, at the Silver Slipper 5:30 p.m.  

Ninth Annual Highland Games & Celtic Festival  

April 18 -19;  North Florida Fairgrounds, Tallahassee  

 

The incomparable Rixey and McMillan  

will give us a good evening of  

splendid Scottish music 

You will want to respond to your invitation (in the mail, watch for 

it) quickly because this event is being opened to the general 

public.  The deadline for reservations is January 29  but you 

wonôt want to wait if you want to get a seat!  Program Coordinator 

Julie Harris tells us the Silver Slipper has arranged a special buffet 

dinner for us which will include sliced roasted top round, roasted 

turkey breast, sweet potato soufflé, green beans, squash casserole, 

a generous salad bar and key lime pie!  Come early at 5:30 to en-

joy socializing around a cash bar with some great folks. 

N.B.  THE DATE IS SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2  

Other Upcoming Events:  

March 8  Panama City Scottish Festival at Grace Presbyterian Ch.  

For information contact Bill McCurdy:  bmcpd1@knology.net 

Feb. 23  Northeast Florida Scottish Highland Games and Festival, 

Jacksonville.  More information at http://www.neflgames.com/ 

Saturday, March 15 St. Patrickôs Day Parade at Lake Ella.  The Irish 

Society has invited St. Andrew members to join them. 

Friday night activities will include the annual Whisky Tasting 

Seminar and the Sponsors Reception.  Saturday will be the 

official Scottish Highland Games Competition & Celtic Festi-

val and Saturday night our famous Ceilidh. 

This year's musical entertainment will include: Seven Nations 

(Celtic Rock Band), The Wyndbreakers, The McIlroy's, Davey 

Clark, and The Tinkers. New to our event will be Bob Valen-

tine who is a Scottish Comedian and will also help MC our 

entertainment. Also NEW this year entertainment will be High-

land Koo's, Hands On Scottish Cricket and The Labrador Re-

triever Rescue Club of Florida.  

Other popular entrainment returning this year will be the Border 

Collies, The Wild Highlander Show, a Scottish Reenactment En-

campment, and at least FIVE Bagpipe Bands!   We will have a fan-

tastic variety of vendors offering all sorts of treasures from Scotland, 

Ireland, and event England. You will be able to purchase anything 

from key chains to kilts, and even enjoy a Highland Koo burger. 

And rest assured, we will be selling Guinness Beer all day and at the 

Ceilidh. 

Plan to visit our web site weekly for updated information. Ticket 

prices and locations, schedules, attending clans and vendors, spon-

sorship opportunities and much more can be found at: 

http://www.tallahasseehighlandgames.com 



 

 

 

Supper to Feature a Weaver!  

March 18,  6:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Presbyterian Church  

3158 Shamrock Street, South 

Judi Mulloy Talks About Weaving 

Following dinner, Judi Mulloy will talk 

with us about weaving.  Judi is a local 

public school teacher who is an enthusias-

tic hobbyist weaver.   She has  encoun-

tered Tartan weaving and will share her 

learnings with us.  She will discuss tabby, 

twill, plaid, tweed and how these all relate 

to Tartan...all from a weaving point of 

view. 

 

 

 

 

Itôs Scottish Food Night! 

Bring your favorite Scottish dish for the 

covered dish dinner.   Feel free to experi-

ment and letôs all taste it for you!  Also, if 

youôre so inclined, this is a good time to 

show your tartan.  Wear your kilt, scarf, 

or whatever youôve got! 
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Queen Victoria described her manservant, 

John Brown, as ñfriend more than ser-

vant".  Not everyone was as complimentary 

about John "Ghillie" Brown.   Prince Albert 

took a liking to Brown and chose him to 

ride on the box of the Queen's carriage and 

soon he became her personal attendant.  

The Queen grew used to his straight talk-

ing, and did not take offence when his com-

ments were far from complimentary. In 

1850, when picking up Lady Jane Churchill 

after a fall, he remarked to her, "Your lady-

ship is not as heavy as Her Majesty."   

 

To Queen Victoria he 

was discreet, intelli-

gent and attentive.  

While leading her 

pony he would pass on 

gossip and new jokes 

and she would ask 

advice on choosing 

new staff.  It was fol-

lowing Prince Albert's 

death in 1861 that the 

friendship began to deepen.  Many believed 

he was conducting an improper relationship 

with the Queen, some even suggested they 

were secretly married.  Even her son, the 

Prince of Wales, resented the influence 

Brown had on his mother.   After years of 

devotion, Brown died at age 57 and the 

Queen survived him by 18 years but never 

forgot him.  On her death, she left instruc-

tions for a lock of his hair and his photo-

graph to be placed in her coffin, along with 

his mother's wedding ring which she was 

known to have worn regularly.   

 

After her death her son, King Edward VII, 

had all busts, statutes and artifacts of 

Brown, removed and he flattened the me-

morial cairn stone she had raised for him at 

Balmoral.  Were they 

lovers or even mar-

ried?  Well,  a secret 

cache of letters be-

tween the two have 

been found in a house 

near Ballater.  But the 

owner of the letters 

has said that they will 

not be released while 

the present members 

of the Royal Family are alive.  (Ed. Note  

After reading the epitaph written by the 

Queen on Brown's headstone at Crathie 

Cemetery, it is easy to believe they were 

more than friends.)  

Educatorôs Pageé.Jean Holzapfel 
Lewis Islanders Take Their  

Religion Seriously  
Religion is very important to the islanders 

of Lewis, where many people still devote 

the entire Sabbath to spiritual matters.  It is 

not surprising that residents could not bring 

themselves to throw away their old, tattered 

Bibles...and the charity  shops where they 

ended up couldn't throw them away, even 

though they were not suitable for resale 

(most written in Gaelic).  So last summer 

more than 40 residents attended a short 

burial service for about 500 Bibles at 

Swainbost cemetery.  The Rev. Kenneth 

Ferguson said "I believe that many of the 

godly people buried in this cemetery would 

have used these same Bibles.  (Ed Note:  

When we visited  the Isle of Lewis, we noted 

that even the swings were chained together 

so that children could not use them on Sun-

day) 

 

The Road to the Isles...  

is 56 miles long from Invermoriston to 

Kyle of Lochalsh.  Its first hiker was Gen-

eral Wade - who built the road.  Later, in 

1773, Dr. Samuel Johnson and Boswell 

followed in his footsteps during their 

grand tour of Scotland.  

The Interesting Relationship Between  

The Queen and John Brown  

A grand new entrance  

is planned for Edinburgh Castle.    

A notorious eyesore in front of Edin-

burgh Castle will soon become a thing of 

the past. Last year, planners received 

approval to remove the ticket caravan 

from the Esplanade and replace it with a 

state-of-the-art ticket office at the castle's 

entrance.  The $4.86 million system will 

cut in half the time visitors will have to 

wait in line, allow online ticket purchase, 

and completely transform the view of the 

castle by removing the current ticketing 

van.    

 

George Washington's  

Scottish Distillery??    

George Washington was the only found-

ing father to commercially operate a dis-

tillery and, not surprisingly, he did it be-

cause of a Scot.  James Anderson, born in 

Inverkeithing in 1745, was a plantation 

manager for Washington at Mount 

Vernon, and suggested that Washington go 

into the business.  Historians guess that 

Anderson, who supplied grain to Distillers 

in Scotland before coming to America, 

used Scottish distilleries as the model for 

Washington's five stills, which produced 

11,000 gallons of rye whiskey a year.  Last 

September, the historic stills were reopened 

after a $2.1 million restoration.   

 

Why is Scotland Yard in London?   
In the 10th century, as a gesture of friend-

ship, a Scottish King was given land in 

London with the provision that he build a 

castle and live in it a portion of each year.  

Seven centuries later, when England and 

Scotland became united under a common 

ruler, the land was returned to London au-

thorities.  It was divided into Greater and 

Middle Scotland Yard, and the London 

police took up residence there in 1829.  

Today, Scotland Yard refers to both the 

Metropolitan Police Force that is based 

there, as well as its many local stations.   
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A Gala Gathering at St. Andrews Day Dinner  
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It was another great evening when we gathered at 

the Capitol City Country Club on Sunday evening, 

December 2 for our annual St. Andrews Day Dinner.  

As usual, the members of our Board of Directors 

were piped in ceremoniously by piper Joe Ashcraft 

and  Mike Bailey, and the whole Board was intro-

duced by President Eric King, and we were de-

lighted to have back as our entertainers, John and 

Pattie McIlroy and their daughter, Katie, and Kate 

Brown, violinist, who gave us a great evening of 

good Scottish entertainment. 

Above, president King introduces board members (L to R): Frances 
Kratt, Jean Holzapfel, Julie Harris, Jim Monroe, Jim Urquhart, Doris 

Henderson, Babs Stewart, Jesse Taintor and Dan McRae. 

Left to right:   The pipers ceremoniously lead the board into the room;  at the registration table, Julie Harris and Babs Stewart welcome 

members; and Babs converses with Kent Harris;  and Jesse Taintor leads the group in remembrance of the Flowers of the Forest (members 

who have died since our last annual gathering of the society). 

Above : Doris Henderson converses with 
the Club Manager.  Below : Eric King, Fran-
ces Kratt, Jean Holzapfel and Julie Harris 
visit before the celebration begins. 

BELOW:  No annual meeting ( or hardly any really good evening) of the Society can 
end properly without  our gathering in a great circle, joining hands, and singing to-

gether Auld Lang Syne. 

All photos by our able historian and 

photographer, Nick Baldwin. 


