
 

 

Music, Food, Fun Together April 7th  
Covered Dish Supper,  Fellowship Presbyterian Church; 6:30 p.m.   

Athletic competitions, clan information and hospitality tents, highland dancing, pipe bands, a whiskey tasting 

(by special ticket), opening ceremonies with a parade of the clans, and a Ceilidh (big Scottish party) on Satur-

day evening.  General admission at gate: Adults- $12; Seniors- $10; College students- $10; School studentsð

$6.  Children under 6-free!   Sponsors needed/welcomed.  You may sponsor at the Thistle level for $100; 

Highlander at $200 or Braveheart at $500.  Go to www.tallahasseehighlandgames.com for details on the 

three sponsorship packages and other information. 

Having donned your kilt for Tartan Day, 

plan to wear it a second time on April 7  

when we gather for a great time of eating 

good food and sharing over the table 

with friends.  As a special treat Dick 

Rixey and Jim McMillan will be on hand 

to share Scottish music and songs.  

Board member Dan MacDonald is work-

ing on additional program...see page 4!   

We shall gather at 6:30 at the Fellow-

ship Presbyterian Church, 3158 Sham-

rock Drive (near the Centerville Road 

entrance to Killearn Estates).  Bring your 

favorite covered dish and plan on some good times with some old and 

hopefully some new, friends! 

APRIL 6, TARTAN DAY  
Americans of Scottish descent have 

played a vibrant and influential role in 

the development of the United States. 

From the framers of the Declaration of 

Independence to the first man on the 

moon, Scottish-Americans have con-

tributed mightily to the fields of the 

arts, science, politics, law, and more.  

Today, over eleven million Americans 

claim Scottish and Ulster-Scot (Scots-

Irish) roots -- making them the eighth 

largest ethnic group in the United 

States. These are the people and accom-

plishments that are honored on Na-

tional Tartan Day, April 6th.  

Ninth Annual Highland Games & Celtic Festival  

May 16;  North Florida Fairgrounds, Tallahassee  

McMillan and Rixey at a recent event 

The St. Andrews Cross 
Tallahassee,  Florida                                                                                                March, 2009 
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The Educatorôs Pageé..Jean Holzapfel 
Edinburgh Castle Has New 

Floodlights  

Since the 1970's, the castle has been lit at 

night with sodium flood lights, giving the 

stonework a distinctive yellow-orange 

glow.  But last year, Historic Scotland 

made the switch to more energy efficient 

ceramic metal halide lamps.  The change-

over has not only cut electricity costs by 

50% but also bathes the castle in a more 

natural, white light, allowing more of the 

architectual detail and stonework to be 

seen. 

Donôt Order ñScotch!ò 

Sir Walter Scott said "Scotch whisky is 

the only liquor fit for a gentleman to 

drink in the morning if he can have the 

good fortune to come by it... or after din-

ner either."  If you order whisky in Scot-

land, you don't have to identify it as 

scotch whisky when you order.  That's 

what you'll get if you simply order 

whisky.  In fact, in some parts of Scot-

land, England, and Wales, they look at 

you oddly if you order "scotch" as you 

probably do in the United States.   

  

A Virtual Tour of the Royal Mile  

It can be found at www.edinburgh-
royalmile.com.  It celebrates everything 

on, off and about Edinburgh's Royal 

Mile.  From Edinbugh Castle to Holy-

rood Palace and beyond, every step, 

shop, bar, restaurant, cafe, hotel, hostel, 

tour guide, place of interest and alleyway 

is featured.  It is an ideal way to preview 

the famous street for an upcoming 

trip...or just to go on an armchair holiday, 

via your computer.  It also features new 

and historic photographs of the area, 

maps and event listings.   

Our indefatigable and 
inexhaustible source of 
information about Scot-
land, Jean Holzapfel 

Fewer Sightings of ñNessieò 
There was a time when it was virtually 

impossible to visit Loch Ness without 

running into someone who had seen the 

Loch Ness Monster.  But in 2007 there 

were only two official sightings and only 

three sightings the year before - in con-

trast to double-digit numbers of sightings 

just a decade ago.   

 

Some Nessie fans say the monster has 

been driven into hiding because of low-

flying RAF fighter jets in the area while 

others blame pollution or changing 

weather patterns.  A local resident, Steve 

Feltham, who has spent 16 years watch-

ing the loch from its southern shore, be-

lieves it is simply a case of attrition.  "In 

the heyday of the sightings back in the 

'60s and '70s, there were probably 20 or 

30 of these animals, but I believe we're 

now down to the last half dozen".   

 

Since Nessie brings in an estimated $12 

million annually in tourism dollars, most 

locals hope the drop is just part of a natu-

ral - and cyclical - pattern and that Nessie 

will soon pop back into the limelight.   

 

New Scottish Music C.D.   

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards signed 

a $1 million pound record deal with the 

Universal Music Group and are releasing 

a new album "Spirit of the Glen".  The 

CD includes versions of Beatle Paul 

McCartney's "Mull of Kyntyre" and Rod 

Stewart's "Sailing", and their famous 

rendition of "Amazing Grace" which 

became a worldwide best seller when it 

was first released in 1972.  All profits 

from the album, which is available at 

major music retailers, will go to service 

charities 

Want Unlimited Rail Travel?  

If you are planning on using Scotland's 

rail system on your next vacation, the 

Scotland Freedom Pass might be the 

most economical way to do it.  The 

pass offers unlimited rail travel for ei-

ther an eight or 15 day period, plus 

transporation on all Caledonian 

MacBrayne and Strathclyde ferries to 

the islands, travel on the Glasgow Un-

derground and more.  Priced at $201 or 

$270, depending on the plan you 

choose, the Freedom Pass can be pur-

chased ahead of time from Rail Europe, 

the program's official North American 

distributor.  For more information, or to 

order your tickets, go to  

   www.ScottishLifeMagazine.com  

for a link to Rail Europe's secure Web 

site.   

  

Historic Steamer, ñThe Sir 

Walter Scottò Goes Green! 

 The steamer was launched in 1899 and 

has been providing tourists with scenic 

cruises across the eight-mile-long body 

of water ever since.  Originally outfit-

ted with a coal-fired, triple-expansion 

steam engine, the ship has sailed into 

the modern world without ever chang-

ing which means her crew must stoke 

her giant boilers two hours ahead to 

achieve operational pressure.  

 

Last year the historic ship was given a 

$4.4 million overhaul which will in-

clude converting the engine to run on 

environmentally friendly biofuel and 

replacing cable-driven steering with 

hydraulics.  "The Sir Walter Scott" is a 

national treasure and it's vital the work 

to refurbish the steamer is done now to 

secure its future for generations to 

come.  Lock Katrine cruises depart 

from Trossachs Pier, about ten miles 

west of Callander in Perthshire, every 

day in season.  For more information, 

visit www.lochkatrine.co.uk.   

 

Dundee to Be Plastic Free?  
Dundee (long famous for the three J's - Jute, Jam, and Journalism has turned to India 

to order 2,500 reusable jute bags in the hopes of being the first Scottish town to be 

"plastic bag free".  The bags were handed out for free of charge to shoppers.  In 

the late 1800's the town employed some 50,000 people in the jute industry but fierce 

competition from India shut the factories down in the 1920's.   

http://www.edinburgh-royalmile.com
http://www.edinburgh-royalmile.com
http://www.ScottishLifeMagazine.com
http://www.lochkatrine.co.uk


 

 

BELOW:  There were the traditional ceremoniesð-Toast to the President of the United States, given by Jack Madden, 

and to the Queen of Great Britain, given by Sally Karioth; piping in of the Board, and of the Haggis, introduction of visi-

tors, and, shown below:  Dick Rixey prepares to address the Haggis, prepared by our culinary expert, Doris Henderson, 

as piper Joe Ashcraft looks on; center, Dan MacDonald manificently renders the ñImmortal Memoryò in honor of Robert 

Burns, and right, past president David Ferguson gives the toast to the lassies and his spouse, Rosemary Ferguson re-

sponds in kind with a toast to the laddies. 

Burns Night Dinner óTwas a gala evening at the Silver Slipper on Feb. 8 as 

we celebrated the birthday of the bard of Scotland... 

Early in the evening, President Eric 

King introduced honored guest, 

George Strickland (left), president of 

the St. Andrew Society of Valdosta, 

and other guests.  At right, Calvin 

Curry, Cindy Lewis, one of our wait-

ers, Susan King and Graham Lewis are 

shown at the splendid lay-out of food 

provided by the staff of the Silver Slip-

per restaurant.   

THEY WERE THERE!   

    At left, Moira McMillan, Nancy Simpson, June MacDonald, 

Susee Sherwood, and Mary Wyatt.  Behind the ladies is Bob 

Wray.   

     The males to the left below, are George Holzapfel, Al McCully, 

Jack Madden, and former president David Ferguson.   

   To their right is former president Sinclair Franz, posing with 

Board Secretary (who sometimes substitutes as photographer for 

her father Nick), Kimberley Baldwin.  

   To the right, below, our entertainment for the evening, Scots on 
the Rock. 

 All photos by Nick Baldwin 


