
Rediscovering  

Adam Smith at  

the University 

of Glasgow 

I met new members Douglas & 
Cheryl Stevens at our recent New 
Members’ Reception.  It was then 
that I learned of Dr. Stevens’ inter-
est in and study of Adam Smith at 
the University of Glasgow.  I asked 
him if he would share some of that 
interest with us in an article.—Ed. 

Although I am a professor 
of accounting at the FSU 
College of Business, my 
research area is 
experimental eco-
nomics. In the 
past, economists 
have used Adam 
Smith’s economic 
theory to attribute 
only narrow self-
interest to the mo-
tives of economic decision 
makers. Emerging results in 
experimental economics, 
however, suggest that mo-
rality matters in economic 
decision-making settings. 
This has led many promi-
nent researchers in experi-
mental economics (e.g., 
Vernon Smith) to rediscov-
er Adam Smith and the 
Scottish Enlightenment. In 
my case, my research took 
me to the University of 
Glasgow last spring as a 
Visiting Fellow at the Adam 
Smith Research Foundation. 

While there, I found that 
the popular view of Adam 
Smith is largely incorrect. 

 

Americans know Adam 
Smith primarily for his 
economic theory in sup-
port of free market capital-
ism, but he was one of the 
most influential thinkers of 
the Scottish Enlighten-
ment. He was born in 
1723 in the port town of 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland. Situat-
ed on the northern bank 
of the Firth of Forth 
across the river from Ed-
inburgh, Kirkcaldy had a 
long history as an interna-

tional port of trade. 
Adam Smith’s fa-
ther, who passed 
away just before his 
son’s birth, was a 
Presbyterian Whig 
who served in the 
Scottish customs 
office in Kirkcaldy. 

This family background 
helps explain why Smith 
was sent to the Presbyteri-
an University of Glasgow 
for his higher education in 
1737, and why he found 
himself an outcast at An-
glican and Tory Oxford 
during his six years of 
schooling there from 1740 
to 1746. This background 
also helps explain why the 
church leaders of the Glas-
gow Presbytery supported 
Smith’s appointment as a 
professor at the University 
of Glasgow, first as Pro-

fessor of Logic in 1751 and 
then as Professor of Moral 
Philosophy from 1752 to 
1764. 
 

Adam Smith published The 
Theory of Moral Sentiments in 
1759, which contained his 
moral theory dealing with 
the source and role of mor-
al judgment in everyday 
life. He left the University 
of Glasgow and tutored the 
future Duke of Buccleuch 
in Europe from 1764 to 
1766, including extended 
periods in Toulouse, Paris, 
and Geneva. After a brief 
stay in London, he returned 
to Kirkcaldy to work on his 
second book from 1767 to 
1773. Smith published the 
first edition of The Wealth of 
Nations in 1776, which con-
tained his economic theory 
dealing with the division of 
labor, commerce, and polit-
ical economy. Due to his 
political connections and 
his association with the 
Duke of Buccleuch, in 
1778 he was appointed to a 
seat on the Board of Cus-
toms in Scotland and  
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Mark Your Calendar 

 

 Nov. 11 - Friday - 9:30 - Veterans’ Day     

Parade 

 Nov. 11 - Friday - 6:30 -  “A Scottish Din-

ner” - Killearn Publix 

 Dec. 4 - Sunday - 5:30 - St. Andrew’s Day 

Dinner - Westminster Oaks, Maguire Ctr. 

 Feb. 4 - Saturday - Burns Supper - West-

minster Oaks 

Adam Smith 
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Eric King 
Editor’s Corner 

He was also the last pipe major of the 
Queen’s Own Highlanders prior to its amal-
gamation with the Gordon Highlanders 
and was then, the first pipe major of the 
new battalion The Highlanders.    
 

In 1997 he took up a teaching position 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at the Car-
negie Mellon University Pipe Band 
which he filled with much distinction 
until 2009. As a piper he had superb 
technique and a natural understanding 
of the music that made his piping spe-
cial. 
 

Pipe Major Gillies had an active military 
career, serving in the UK before spend-
ing five years in Northern Ireland, Ger-
many, in the Middle East for Operation 
Desert Storm and Kenya. But it was in 
the Falkland Islands that Pipe Major 
Gillies made a special mark. His piping 
maintained morale and he was, famous-
ly, photographed playing his pipes in a 
barren landscape to a flock of penguins. 

Our own Pipe Major, Joe Ashcaft had 
the opportunity to meet Alasdair on a 
couple of occasions, and was moved to 
strive for excellence.  The above photo 
was taken at a workshop where he ex-
plained a certain piobaireachd and the 
variations. 

               

Joe reminisces:  “He later gave a solo perfor-
mance that was transfixing. It was a com-
manding presence and natural musicality.  Two 
copies of (this) photo were mounted high on 
opposite walls of my practice room - to keep my 
head up and inspire my best playing as I 
marched back and forth.  (Marching during a 
2/4 march competition is required.)  Another 

It is that time of year again when the 
temperature is almost cool enough to 
put on our wool tartan; and our Soci-
ety calendar fills with numerous 
events and activities.   Indeed, we 
hope there are events  that you will 
take part in and contribute to.  After 
all, isn’t that why we join organiza-
tions? 
 

Come join us! 

Aye!! 

Eric 

 

 

Ashcraft Remembers Gillies 
 

Pipe Major Alasdair Gillies, who was 
regarded by many as one of the finest 
players to have ever picked up the pipes, 
passed away on August 27 at age 47.    
 

“The winner of many awards, he record-
ed widely and was a much respected 
figure throughout the world of piping.  

copy of the photo is on the visor of my truck. 
 

I saw another of Alasdair's performances as 
a competitor at one of the Stone Mountain 
Highland Games Invitational Piobaireachd 
Competitions.  The next day, he judged one 
of my 2/4 marches at the same games and I 
vividly remember his reaction to the title of 
my selection.  Alasdair was known for hav-
ing a very large repertoire of music.  I chose 
Hamish Moore's tune "Dungarth Castle" 
and Alasdair had never heard of it.  I got 
some well deserved critiques of my playing 
and I still have the score sheet in my music 
storage.   
 

Skye K. Richendrfer also writes: 

“Having had Alasdair into my home a 
couple of times, I often felt like a star
-struck child in the presence of true 
musical genius.  The subtlety and nu-
ance of his phrasing just comes from 
such a different place, and all done 
with immaculate precision.  Once 
when we were sitting around the 
kitchen table after a meal, I asked him 
if we might just play a couple tunes 
together.  I told him I didn’t want to 
have him give me a lesson or critique, 
but rather just the chance to play 
some music with him.  Talk about 
raising your game a level (or ten!)…”  
 

More on Alasdair Gillies:  
www.bagpipepublishing.com/alasdairgillies.html 

 

 

Flowers of the Forest 
 
 

Charles Crawford 
October 24, 2011 

Alasdair Gillies 



Membership Badges  (seen below.) 

These attractive metal and enamel 

badges may be purchased from Babs 

Stewart at  385.3037 for $5.00 each.  

 

 

 

 

Donõt forget to call Laurie Long at 

510.9866 for shirts, sweaters, blous-

es, jackets or hats with our SAS Em-

broidered Badges  on them.  

 

We are proud of the  St. Andrew So-

ciety of Tallahassee and our mem-

bership in it.  If you arenõt already 

doing so, express that pride by order-

ing your SAS Name Tag and Mem-

bership Badge today.  

 

Name Tags  may be ordered from 

Nick Baldwin at 877.0249.  Name 

tags with magnetic backs can be pur-

chased for $10.25.  Tags with pin 

backs are $8.25.  
 

Name Tags - Membership Badges - Tartan Banners 
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Tartan Banners  may be pur-

chased by calling Dunedin Scot-

tish  at 800.237.5836 and asking 

for Daryl MacDonald.  Be sure to 

mention you are a member of the 

Tallahassee St. Andrew Society.  

You can also call Eric King at 

894.8955 for more information or 

he can order it for you saving sales 

Dear Friends, 

If you missed the New Members’ Re-
ception, you missed one grand party!  
It was wonderful to see many familiar 
faces, and to greet new people whose 
faces will surely become known to all 
of us shortly.  Again, many thanks to 
Al and Jean McCully for their gracious 
hospitality in allowing us to intrude on 
their Sunday afternoon leisure. 
 

I hope many of you will be able to join 
me for the Veterans’ Day parade.  Our 
marching behind the Pipe Band, in all 
our finery and with tartan flags flying is 
always a crowd-pleaser—and the walk 
is not a difficult one.  You have re-
ceived detail by email.  If you have 
over-looked them call Eric King at 
445.1077. 
 

Preparation has long been underway—
invitations, menu, entertainment, etc.
—for our St. Andrew’s Day Dinner on 
Sunday, December 4.  This event is 
always one of my personal favorites 
because I enjoy its casualness; whereas 
our Burns’ Supper is a more formal 
and traditional affair.  The Bothy’s 
will bring some rousing songs to the 

litical economy was not an important 
discipline in the 18th century. In con-
trast to today, moral philosophy was 
the central discipline in most universi-
ties and economic matters were an in-
tegral part of that discipline. Smith 
spent more time during his lifetime 
working on and revising The Theory of 
Moral Sentiments than he did The Wealth 
of Nations. In the latest comprehensive 
biography of Smith’s life, Nicholas 
Phillipson (2010) asserts that Smith 
always considered The Theory of Moral 
Sentiments a superior work to The Wealth 
of Nations, and this belief was reflected 
in both his behavior and his words. 
Thus, Adam Smith would not be sur-
prised that economic decision makers 
consider moral factors and obligations. 
I returned from Scotland with a fuller 
understanding of Adam Smith’s moral 
and economic theories, and an intense 
desire to merge the two perspectives in 
my own research. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maguire Center, so please, if you have 
not already done so, sign up today!  
Come and share (bring your own adult 
beverage of choice) a “wee dram” with 
me. 
 

Well-known singer and entertainer 
Charlie Zahm will be with us for 
Burn’s Nicht on Saturday, February 4.  
Some of you may remember his per-
formance at our 2005 Burns’ Supper 
and his deep baritone voice.  Also on 
the billing is our own Beth Gay Free-
man, who now lives in South Carolina 
and writes and edits her own newslet-
ter “Beth’s New Fangled Family Tree”.  
Beth, who is also an FSA, Scot, will be 
delivering the Burns’ Immortal Memory. 
 

Again, Thanksgiving will soon be upon 
us so don’t forget to send in your St. 
Andrew’s Day Dinner reservation card 
by November 28.  Have a wonderful 
holiday with your family and friends.  
Looking forward to seeing you all on 
December 4th! 
 

Yours Aye! 

Doris 
 

 

SMITH from page 1 
 

moved to Edinburgh where  he lived 
until his death in 1790. 
 

Although commonly overlooked by 
economists today, it was Adam Smith’s 
first book that gained him international 
acclaim as a philosopher of the highest 
order. It is important to recall that po-

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Doris Henderson     
Message from the President 

Douglas E. Stevens, Ph.D. 

Florida State University, Department of Accounting, 
College of Business, Florida State University, 821 

Academic Way, P.O. Box 3061110, Tallahassee, FL, 
32306-1110; Telephone: 850-644-7855;                    

E-mail: dstevens@fsu.edu.  

mailto:dstevens@fsu.edu
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Dear Jock: 
 

We are pleased to hear that you and 
your wife Isobel are enjoying online 
editions of The St. Andrew Cross.  SAS 
fully understands your travel dilemma.  
For the perfect solution to all your 
travel-related problems, just remember 
these two words: Caledonian Mac-
Brayne! 
 

Caledonian MacBrayne (or Cal Mac, as 
patrons affectionately call it) provides 
ferry service for passengers and vehi-
cles between the west coast of Scotland 
and the Inner and Outer Hebrides.  Cal 
Mac boasts a fleet of 29 ferries provid-
ing connections to 22 islands every bit 
as exotic as their Caribbean counter-
parts.  For every travel problem, Cal 
Mac offers a solution!  Seasoned travel-
ers disenchanted with airlines and con-
ventional cruise ships already know 
this secret. 

Excess baggage?  Weapons?  No worries.  
Just load those steamer trunks, golf 
bags and claymores in your rental 
truck, and simply drive it onto the fer-
ry.  Pack as much as you like.  Wel-
come aboard!  
 

Tired of warm weather and constant sun-
shine?  Not a problem in western Scot-
land and the Hebrides!  On the occa-
sions when it is sunny and warm, just 
wait a few minutes for a refreshing 
interlude of rain, mist, hail or sleet. 
 

 

Caledonian MacBrayne                

The Canny Scot’s Alternative 

to Traditional Cruises 
 

Out of the SAC e-mailbag comes an unusual 
request for assistance from Jock MacDivit of 
Links, Florida, the new golfing community 
situated midway between Destin and Seaside.  
Jock’s inquiry and our SAC response are 
reprinted below: 
 

Dear SAC: 
 

My wife Isobel and I very much enjoy 
reading The St. Andrew Cross online.  I 
am writing, because we need your ad-
vice to solve a frustrating dilemma.  
We are retired and finally free to pur-
sue our life-long dream of traveling the 
world.  But the dream has become a 
nightmare of late.  Airlines will not 
accept my dirk and sgian dubh as carry
-on baggage, the claymore is too long 
to pack in the golf-club bag, and Iso-
bel’s steamer trunks won’t fit on the 
plane.  Caribbean cruises appeared at 
first to be the ideal solution, but thus 
far, the cruise experience has been dis-
appointing.  First, there are the boring, 
endless days of sunshine and balmy 
temperatures.  Then there is all that 
time spent languishing at sea with dull 
shipboard activities, regimented dining 
times, unresponsive waiters, claustro-
phobic cabins, stewards who don’t 
understand English or Scots Gaelic, 
and the ever-present dangers of food 
poisoning and noroviruses.  Spirits?  
Nothing but those awful fruit-salad 
rum punches in the funny glasses with 
the paper umbrellas.  So we are appeal-
ing to you – can you suggest an alter-
native travel option that would meet 
our needs? 
 

Sincerely, 

Jock MacDivit  

Endless days at sea and a cramped stateroom 
at night?  Not on Cal Mac ferries!  The 
longest ferry voyage is a mere 6 hours 
to Uist.  Prefer a shorter trip?  The 15-
minute crossing to Eigg or Muck pro-
vides a memorable mini-cruise experi-
ence that is over before you can say cur 
na mara. 
 

Language barrier?  Not if you speak Eng-
lish and Scots Gaelic. 
 

Dining concerns?  No unresponsive wait-
ers or fixed meal times on Cal Mac 
ferries.  Friendly cafeteria staff cheer-
fully dish out tasty Scottish cuisine, 
serving you as much food as you want, 
anytime you want it.  And despite the 
rough seas that often lap the Hebrides, 
it is unlikely an ocean swell will ever 
spill your tatties and Irn-Bru.  In a re-
cent experiment, scientists determined 
that the Cal Mac ferry MV Hebridean 
Isles is actually steadier in heavy seas 
than the Isle of Barra! 
 

Food worries?  Not to worry.  All ferry 
cafeteria fare is thoroughly baked, 
boiled and fried to completely elimi-
nate any risk of lurking noroviruses or 
food poisoning.  You can dine in com-
plete confidence.  
 

Strange rum concoctions?  No way, Jose.  
The larger Cal Mac ferries have pubs 
offering only sensible choices – ale and 
Scotch whisky.  Smaller ferries lacking 
pubs offer an opportunity to show off 
your new sporran and silver flask, and 
enjoy a wee dram of your favorite malt. 
 

Boredom?  Very unlikely on a Cal Mac 
ferry.  The heady mix of passengers - 
mainlanders, island residents, tourists, 
businessmen and EU bureaucrats – 
creates a scintillating social milieu.  
You may even meet royalty!  On his 
last trip to Islay to visit the Laphroaig 
distillery, Prince Charles landed his 
private jet at the island’s primitive air-
port, only to skid off the runway and 
mire his plane in a peat bog.  By order 
of the Queen, Charles’s future trips to 
Islay will all be courtesy of Cal Mac.  
 

See you in the Hebrides, Jock! 
 

SAC 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Jay Breeze 

                             “The Mermaid’s Tale” 

Explore the Scottish Riviera and Hebrides   
with Cal Mac!  Photo courtesy of  

www.FreeFoto.com .  

http://www.FreeFoto.com
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      Xenia Schiller     
 “Frae Auld Glesga Toun!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Say the Secret  

Ingredient is the   

American Tourist 

My friend Pauline, a classmate in my 
writing workshop who lives in Edin-
burgh, is trying to teach me about 
Haggis. But we’re at Guy Fawkes 
Night at Edinburgh’s Hopetoun 
House and it’s packed. Judging by the 
queue for the restroom, now is not the 
time to take gastric risks.  

“I think it’s so funny that I’ve come all 
the way here and y’all are playing 
American music,” I say to her. 
 

“What music? Robbie Williams?” 
 

“Yah, the guy singing.” 
 

“I hate to break it to you, but he’s 
ours,” she says. 
 

“No he’s not! Is he?” 
 

“I know you think all these people are 
yours. The difference is they’re ours.” 
 

This is my second trip to Edinburgh, 
and my (most likely) hundredth at-
tempt to claim a musician as an Ameri-
can. By now, I’m sure I’m riding some 
nerves. Pauline puts me at ease. 

“No, I understand. We Scots aggravate 
Canadians all the time.” 

 

“Really? How?” 

 

“We ask them if they’re Americans.” 

 

Pauline knows she can get away with 
dry remarks like these because it will 
take me 24 hours to fully comprehend 
her meaning. By the time I am aware I 
should retaliate, my only option is the 
muffled power of text message.  I have 
to be nice since, counting Guy Fawkes 
(celebration), this is the second time 
she’s played hostess and tour guide to 
me in Edinburgh. 

The week prior, she’d led me around 
town, from touristy knit shops to the 
castle overlooking the city. She’d even 
volunteered to take a bus tour with 
me, and although it turned out to be 
the most boring twenty minutes of our 
lives, she remained positive. “I hope 
you’re appreciating all this old stuff.”  

 

Pauline is a great guide, when she’s not 
taking pictures of me enthusing over 
British telephone booths, really old 
stone work and young Scottish dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

“I feel like you’re the tourist,” I say to 
her. 

 

“No, this is a great one of you with 
William Wallace,” she says. “Let’s get a 
shot of you in front of the loo.” 

 

This time it takes me a week to realize 
she might be satirizing my foreigner’s 
enthusiasm for the mundane.  

 

Pauline is to be adored, but not neces-
sarily trusted. So when Monday rolls 
around, I board the train to Troon by 
myself. As on the train ride into Edin-
burgh, I spend a good portion of the 
commute standing up in my seat to 
take photos. I am impressed by how 
well my camera copes with motion, 
and my mascara keeps its promise not 
to run when it gets wet. “I can’t be-
lieve this is my life”, I say, via text 
message, to everyone in my contact 
list. 

 

In Troon, I spend three hours walking 
back and forth on the beach, stepping 
carefully across moss and seaweed 
covered stones and getting bogged 
down in the wet sand. I can’t help my-
self. It’s my first trip to the Clyde and 
it’s worth a little mud.  

Across the horizon I can see the ferry 
to Arran.  That’s where I’m headed 
this coming weekend, after deciding to 
give myself an isle for my birthday. I 
am hoping that Skye will make itself 
available for the semester break, and I 
see the Orkneys in my New Year. 

 

Here’s hoping for a white Christmas.  
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                     Ernest McNeill              
The Gathering of the Clans 

 

Scottish Wisdom 

 

 

Letter to the editor: "Sir, if you print any 

more jokes about Scotsmen, I shall cease 

borrowing your newspaper. ò  

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Linda Frazier            
 Vittles n’ Waughts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Skirlie”  
 

If you are looking for an easy way 
to add some of the Auld Scotia to 
your Thanksgiving table, look no 
farther than adding the simple and 
versatile Skirlie Mash.  Skirlie is a 
side dish or stuffing whose main 
ingredient is that basic of all Scots 
cooking, oatmeal. 

According to Marian McNeill in her 
The Scots Kitchen, the name for 
the dish comes from the way its 
cooked,  skirled in the pan on top 
of the stove where it makes a hiss-
ing noise like the skirl of the pipes.    
 

In Aberdeenshire it is traditionally 
served on Saturday mornings with 
champit tatties (mashed potatoes).   
Skirlie differs from Mealie Pudding, 
which has the same ingredients, in 
that it is fried. 
 

From beginning to end preparation 
of this dish is done on the top of 
the stove and should take no more 
than 40 minutes.  To begin you will 
need three main ingredients.  
 

 2 oz. of some sort of fat of 
your choice.  You can use but-

ter or drippings from bacon, 
beef or duck, lard, suet, olive oil 
or other oil, whichever you pre-
fer, although suet is traditional.   
For Thanksgiving you might 
even consider using turkey drip-
pings. 

 

 1-2 finely chopped onions 
 

 3 ½ oz. medium, course or pin-
head oatmeal.   Sue Lawrence, 
in her book Scots Cooking:  
The Best Traditional and Con-
temporary Scottish Recipes rec-
ommends using medium oat-
meal but suggests that coarse 
oatmeal which is half medium 
and half pinhead could also be 
used to give the Skirlie a rough-
er and nuttier texture.  

 

 salt and pepper, preferably sea 
salt 

 

Over medium heat melt butter and 
fry onion until its soft and golden 
brown approximately 10 minutes.  
Add oatmeal gradually and stir until 
the fat soaks in.  Do not let it catch 
and burn.  The final product should 
have all of the fat absorbed and the 
texture should be toasted and 
crumbly.   Season with salt and 
pepper.  
 

Noted Scottish Chef, Nick Nairn 
advises that  Skirlie would have tra-
ditionally been served with grouse.   
Serve  it hot with meats or cold as 
stuffing for roasts, chicken, game 
or lamb, especially roast game birds 
or as a side dish in stuffed toma-
toes.  It can be served with a border 
of creamed potatoes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Visit to the Scotland Co., 

NC Highland Games 

The commencement of the 3rd Annual 
Scotland County North Carolina High-
land Games was a Sponsors’ Reception 
held in downtown Laurinburg, NC on 
Friday evening, September 3o.  For all 
you MacFie’s (MacPhie, MacAffee, 
MacDuffie, etc.) out there, the 
“Honored Guest” was Ian Morris 
MacFie, Commander of Clan MacFie.   

 

The Festival itself, is held on the 
grounds of the John Blue Home and His-
torical Complex in Laurinburg. 

 
This site contains the John Blue Home 
and several other historic Scottish-
American homesteads as well as a 
working ante-bellum cotton gin, and a 
general store. The games site provides 
an immersion into the Scottish-
American historical experience of this 
region. Local hotels and restaurants 
offered Scottish-inspired Southern 
hospitality to welcome you to Laurin-
burg and Scotland County, N.C. 
 

A full spectrum of events were offered: 
Clans & Societies, vendors, pipe bands, 
athletics Scottish dancing and EUSP-
BA sanctioned solo piping and drum-
ming and SFIRE sanctioned fiddling 
competitions were offered, in addition 
to Scottish musical entertainment, 
sheep dog demonstrations, and special 
children’s athletic events with kilts pro-
vided.  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0747271267?ie=UTF8&tag=borntoloaf-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0747271267
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0747271267?ie=UTF8&tag=borntoloaf-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0747271267
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0747271267?ie=UTF8&tag=borntoloaf-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0747271267
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0563521511?ie=UTF8&tag=borntoloaf-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0563521511
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Answers to Scottish Trivia from page 8:  1. 
hiking boots; 2. rock & pop bands; 3. Prest-
wick; 4. Fish head stuffed…: 5. mythical town; 
6. Bonnybridge; 7. Glasgow; 8. Leadhills; 9. 
night sky; 10. Big Peter 

The bagpipe is the only musical instru-
ment officially classified as a weapon 
of war.  It is curious that music should 

be associated with the 
business of killing. The use 
of the bagpipe in war is 
very ancient among the 
Celtic people. Wherever 
they fought, the sound of 
the war pipe was heard. In 

battle, it was said to be worth a hun-
dred guns, and its ammunition, a music 
so potent it inspired men to valor and 
struck terror in the hearts of the ene-
my. Its effect became legendary. Every 
battle, every war, produced its hero 
piper. 
 

Ireland developed the use of pipes in 
war before Scotland, and, in fact, the 
English King Edward I, the ‘Hammer 
of the Scots’, used Irish mercenaries 
and their pipes to defeat the Scottish 
army sent against him. The Highland 
war pipe did not come into use until 
the 14th century. And contrary to pop-
ular belief and Hollywood’s Braveheart, 
the Scots under William Wallace did 
not use war pipes. 
 

The Highland Clans soon perfected 
the use of the bagpipe 
in battle. The very 
tone of the instru-
ment was war-like 
and could be heard 
over the sound of 
battle. A mystique 
grew around the war 
pipe. It wasn’t so 
much that it ensured 
victory but it touched a nerve inside 
people who heard it, friend or foe. In 
the 17th century, Oliver Cromwell, 
while subduing the unruly Scots and 
Irish, was worried enough to issue the 
proclamation; ‘Anyone found playing 

the bagpipe will be ban-
ished, to Barbados.’  
 

In 1745, the last effort by 
the Stuarts to regain the 
throne of Britain took 
place. From the raising of 
his standard at Glenfin-
nan to his final defeat at Culloden, the 
bagpipe seemed to dominate the rebel-
lion of Bonnie Prince Charlie. So 
closely was the bagpipe associated with 
Charlie’s cause that one rebel piper, 
James Reed, was put on trial. His de-
fense of being ‘merely a musician’ was 
not accepted by the trial judge, who 
declared that a Highland regiment 
fought with pipers, and therefore, the 
bagpipe, in the eye of the law, is an 
instrument of war.  James Reed was 
hanged, drawn and quartered, at the 
gates of York. 

Thankfully, punishment for playing the 
pipes in public is not quite as severe 
today. -Ed. 
 

With permission from the Murray Highland Festival, 
Murray, KY 
www.wkyhighlandfestival.com  

 

 

Scotland Facts 
 

Source:  Scotland.org 
 

Capital:  Edinburgh 
Largest City:  Glasgow 
Official Language(s):  English, 
 Scots, Gaelic 
Government:  Constitutional 
 Monarchy 
Queen:  Elizabeth II 
Prime Minister: David Cameron 
 
 
 
 

1st Minister of Scotland:  Alex 
 Salmond, MSP 
Area:  30,404 sq. miles 
Population:  Approx. 5.2 million 
Population Density: 167.5/sq. mi. 
GVA:  $162 billion 
GVA per head:  $31,393 (11/11) 
Currency:  Pound Sterling (GBP) 
Highest Mountain:  Ben Nevis 
(4,096 ft.) 
Largest Loch:   
 Loch Lomond (21.6 sq. mi.) 
 Loch Ness (21 sq. mi.) 
Longest River:  
 Loch Tay (120 mi.) 
 Clyde (106 mi.) 
 Tweed (97 mi.) 
 Forth (65 mi.) 
 

Literacy:  99% 
Labor Force:  2.49 million 
Top 5 Exports:   
 Food & drink 
 Chemicals 
 Business services 
 Electrical & instrument eng. 
 Mechanical eng. 
 

Top 5 Export Destinations: 
 USA 
 Netherlands 
 France 
 Germany 
 Belgium 
 

Islands:  800 (130 inhabited) 
 

Coastline:  Mainland  (2,118 mi.) 

 Total w/ islands (6,200 mi.) 
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Scottish Trivia 
   

1. The West Highland Way is our first 
stop. What would you be well advised 
to wear while exploring this natural 
area?  

 ____ Your hiking boots 

 ____ Your wadding boots 

 ____ Your high heel boots 

 ____ Your ski boots 
 

2. If you visit Scotland in the month of July, 
you may want to go to the Wickerman 
Festival. What would you find there?  

 ____ Basket making & dancing 

 ____ Rock & pop bands 

 ____ Trad’l Highland games 

 ____ Local produce & markets 
 

3. Elvis Presley once visited Scotland, the 
only time "The King" ever set foot on 
UK soil. Where did he visit?  

 ____ Prestleyland 

 ____ Paisley 

 ____ Preston 

 ____ Prestwick 
 

4. While eating out in Scotland, you notice 
on the menu a dish called "Crappit Heid". 

You ask the waiter what this is. What 
should be his reply?  

 ____ It’s fish chowder with garlic 

 ____ Don’t ask...it’s just offal! 

 ____ It’s fish head stuffed with    
           oatmeal & fish liver 

 ____ It’s a trad’l dessert of rasp   
          berries, oatmeal & honey in 
          a whisky sauce 
 

5. Some tourists like to visit locations they 
have seen in movies. You could be lucky 
and visit Brigadoon, the subject of a 
1954 movie, but why won't you find 
directions in this tourist guide?  

  ____ It’s off-limits to tourists.  It’s 
          a military site. 

  ____ It’s mythical town which 
          appears every 100 years. 

  ____ It is, in fact, in Ireland 

  ____ It is, in fact, in Wales 
 

6. What town in Scotland is reputed to be 
the number one location in the world 
for UFO sightings?  

  ____ Bonnybridge 

  ____ Bathgate 

  ____ Greenmenock 

  ____ Bridge of Weir 

7. When in Scotland, make sure you visit 
the "dear green place" along the River 
Clyde--otherwise known as what?  

  ____ Greenock 

  ____ Govan 

  ____ Gourock 

  ____ Glasgow 
 

8. Which mining village in Scotland is 
know for its Fools’ Gold? 

  ____ Irongray Hills 

  ____ Californian Hills 

  ____ Leadhills 

  ____ Fooolgoldshill 
 

9. Galloway Forest Park in SW Scotland 
is considered to be one of the finest 
locations in the world to see what?   

  ____ The Twinflower Plant 

  ____ The Golden Eagle 

  ____ The night sky 

  ____ The Wild Haggis 
 

10. What is the name of the 10:00 p.m. 
curfew bell in Montrose? 

  ____ Big Dingaling 

  ____ Big Ben 

  ____ Big Peter 

  ____ Big Bertha 

(Answers will be found on bottom of page 7.) 

Happy  

St.  Andrew’s 

Day! 


