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Billed as “a celebration of the
life of Thomas Fraser
it promises “An evening of
song and story telling in the

hands of Orcadian western

e swingers The Lone Star Swing

Eric King Band, with novelist, playwright
IR AN ONe] and musician Duncan
McLean at the helm.

On February 12-14 The National Thea-
tre of Scotland’s “Long Gone Lone-
some” will be appearing during Talla-
hassee’s Seven Days of Opening Nights.

Thomas Fraser (1927 - 1978)
was a fisherman and crofter
from the remote island of

Hume Gathering

Last month, the Annual Hume Family gathering for descendants of Allan James
Lea Hume, of Texas (father of Society Treas., Evan Hume) took place at Wakulla
Lodge. They have had reunions in locations from Texas to W. VA. Next year’s
gathering looks like it will take place in the Annapolis/ Eastern Shore MD area.

Attendees kayaked the Wakulla, tubed the Itchetucknee, and did the park boat ride
at the Springs. Great meals were shared at The Coastal in Panacea, at Spring Creek
Restaurant, and in Apalachicola, among other places. A special night of genealogi-
cal stories and sign-ups for SAR/DAR, SCV/DCV and SRT (Son's of the Repub-
lic of Texas) was of interest to all.

For a special treat, Wakulla Lodge showed the Wakulla Springs-filmed feature,
"The Creature From the Black Lagoon" upstairs in the Ed Ball Room. “Of course
a fully-darkened room really enhanced the experience,” reported Even Hume,
reunion organizer. “The personnel of the Lodge did a great job and helped us in
every way they could. The rooms were terrific and the atmosphere at the Lodge
can't be beat,” concluded Hume.
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The Lonestar Swing

Burra, Shetland - and one of Scot-
land’s least known but most fascinat-
ing musical heroes.
Obsessed with country and the blues,
Thomas mastered the styles of his
idols - like Jimmie Rodgers, Hank
Williams and Big Bill Broonzy - and
made their songs his own. A shy, re-
tiring man, he avoided public perfor-
mance. Instead, he gave away to fami-
ly and friends tapes h € | 0 %d-
otded in the croft.

Thomas laughed at the idea that the
wider world might appreciate his tal-
ent. But thirty years after his untimely
death, those precious, fragile tapes
have been reissued on several CDs,
and his fame has spread to Nashville.

An evening designed to set your toes
tapping, your heart racing and your
emotions running high.
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Here at Last!

They say dogs aren’t allowed on the
plane so I am not sure how to ac-
count for the yappy, indignant terri-
er tearing down the aisle halfway to
Amsterdam.  Mass hallucination?
Perhaps, but one I would have en-
joyed petting. The owner, a not-to-
be-cowed Southern woman, refused
to apologize or account for the
dog’s presence, let alone its free-
dom. So what does KLLM do when
faced with canine contraband?
Nothing, it seems, except scold un-
repentant dog moms— a bit of un-
scheduled in-flight entertainment.

The only other excitement was pro-
vided by the Border Patrol after
they discovered I hadn’t brought
my Confirmation of Acceptance of
Studies document like all the other
students had. Clearly the document
existed else how had that visa found

its way into my passport? The agent
eventually took pity and released
me.

I’d heard that Glaswegian taxi driv-
ers could be bought — that is, when
faced with a sizable tip they couid
be persuaded to carry your bags to
your door. My driver was not of
that variety and instead dumped
(and I do mean dumped) my bags at
the bottom of the six flights of
stairs separating me from my room.
It takes thirty minutes to lug 120 Ibs
of boots, sweaters and laptop to the
very summit of 38 Hillhead Street —
make a note.

As one would expect from that
height, the windows offer a spectac-
ular view of the Glasgow skyline
but - lacking the strength to spy on
my neighbours - I collapsed on the
bed and anticipated my death.

It wouldn’t be long now. My family
would miss me but it couldn’t be
helped. No one could breathe this
hard out of one functioning lung
and live. I was shocked by my ca-
pacity to produce sweat, and felt I
should contact someone to report
it. Somebody, somewhere, would be

interested.

But I was in Glasgow! And who
spends their first night in Glasgow
writhing on the bed or spying on
their neighbours? There’d be time
for that, I knew. My room was
booked for a week, and none of the
flats opposite wore curtains. So be-
ing the intrepid American explorer
that I am, I set off in search of Fun.
Adventure!

Starbucks!!

Glaswegians!!!

I needed to find...a library. A mo-
bile phone store. The internet.
Some way to make contact with the
world I'd just abandoned. I’d spent
the past year trying to get to Glas-
gow — at least sixty hours a week
applying for admission and then
grants, scholarships, contests - any-
thing to help fund my education.

I was finally here.
In Glasgow!
And I was homesick.

Xenia Schiller is one of onr “Bruce Mitchell Schol-
arship” recipients for 2011.  She is presently be-
ginning work on her master’s degree in creative
writing at University of Glasgow. We are delight-
ed that Xenia bas agreed to “gie” us a monthly up
~date “frare deare anld Glesga toon™.

Name Tags Membership Badgeslartan Banners

We are proud of the St. Andrew Membership Badges (seen below. Tartan Banners may be pur-
Society of Tallahassee and our These attractive metal and enamel chased by calling Dunedin Scot-

member ship in it badges mayyhe uypurghpsed om tish at 800.237.5836 and asking

ready doing so, express that pride Babs Stewart at 385.3037 for $5.0C for Daryl MacDonald. Be sure to
mention you are a member of the

by ordering your SAS Name Tag each.
and Membership Badge today.

Tallahassee St. Andrew Society.
You can also call Eric King at
894.8955 for more information or
he can order it for you saving

Name Tags may be ordered from

Nick Baldwin at 877.0249. Name
tags with magnetic backs can be
purchased for $10.25. Tags with

Dondt f or lgerie Lohgo at
510.9866 for shirts, sweaters, blous-
es, jackets or hats with our SAS

pin backs are $8.25.
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badge embroidered on them.

www.saintandrewtallahassee.org

sales tax.
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Linda Frazier
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Sweets with an Attitude

In case you did not know it, Scots
have a sweet tooth, a really big
sweet tooth. Scots love sweets in
any form. That fact soon becomes
apparent to anyone traveling
through Scotland.

While perusing local confections
during my last trip to Scotland I
was trying to decide which Whiskey
Fudge to bring back home and en-
gaged a sales person in an effort to
compare the products to determine
which was the best and the most
authentic. “If you are secking the
most traditional sweet,” she of-
fered, “it’s not at all Fudge, but
Tablet.” ““Tablet,” 1 said, “what is
Tablet?”

Tablet is an original Scottish con-
fection dating from the early 18®

century.  Fat Scotland identifies
“Tablet” (or taiblet in Scots) as “a
medium-hard, sugary confection
from Scotland made from sugar,
condensed milk, and butter, boiled
to a soft-ball stage and allowed to
crystallize. It is often flavored with
vanilla, and sometimes has nut piec-
es in it.” Tablet differs from fudge
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in that it has a brittle, grainy texture,
where fudge is much softer.

The traditional recipe for Tablet
uses just sugar and cream however,
modern recipes replace the cream
with condensed milk and butter,
due to the tendency of the cream
and sugar to burn.

Candy-making is a regular adjunct
to courting in rural districts of Scot-
land, according to Sandy Stevenson
on his web page fife.50metgs.com.
“It draws together all the lads and
lasses round about for miles, and
the fun and the daffing that go on
during the boiling, pulling, clipping,
cooling, are, both lads and lasses
declare, worth the money. ... A few
of the lasses club their sixpences
together, a night is set, a house is
named, and, of course, the young
men who are specially wanted are
invited to lend a hand and a foot
too, for dancing is not an uncom-
mon adjunct to such gatherings."

Making and eating Tablet has been
cited as one of the 700 Things to Do
in Scotland Before You Die by the Sun-
day Herald. Accordingly, here is a
recipe for you to make closer to
home. The book The Scots Kitchen

by F. Marian McNeill suggests fla-
vorings such as cinnamon, coconut,
fig, ginger, lemon, orange, peppet-
mint, vanilla and walnut and gives
guidance on how to add these easily
to your tablet recipe. You can add
whatever flavoring you wish, or
none at all. The most common
Tablet you find in Scotland is plain.

Whisky Tablet

2 Ibs. sugar

2 tbsp. golden syrup

4 ounces butter

2 cups evaporated milk
4 tbsp. Scotch whisky or
Y2 tsp. vanilla
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Combine the sugars and bring to a
boil then add milk and butter, boil-
ing and stirring for about 30
minutes until it comes to a soft-ball
stage and  crystallizes.  (Note:

McNeill recommends using a very
large enamel pot for this recipe.)

Remove from heat and beat well (at
least 5 minutes). At this point you
can add whatever flavorings you
have chosen and pour the mixture
into a buttered tin. Let cool for six
hours or over night. Mark for cut-
ting later when cool and then cut it
into pieces on the scoring when it is
cold.

Then wrap the pieces in waxed pa-
per and store in an airtight jar or

un. 5
"Haggis" refers to what hap-

pens when you take inedible
animal parts, mix them with
horse feed and cook it in a
sheep's stomach. Nobody
likes it, especially the

@i EEOré dndizds /1 vsney
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Ernest McNeill
The Gathering of the Clans

Clan Il cLean

From the Gaelic "MacGille
Eathain," from the personal name
meaning “Servant of St. John”, the
MacLeans are an ancient clan from
the Highlands and owned large
tracts of land in Argyll as well as the

Inner Hebrides. The Macleans
were involved in many skirmish-
es/battles with the Campbells,

MacKinnons, Camerons, and the
MacDonalds of Islay down through
the centuries, not only for Scottish
independence, but in Scotland's civil
wars.

In the 15th and 16th centuries the
MacNeils of Barra were the pipers
for the MacLeans, and even fought
alongside them. The MacLeans
were fierce Jacobites, fighting in all
of the Jacobite risings.

The clan is descended from Loarn
MacEric, a 5th century King of Dal
Riata. The family grew very power-
ful throughout the Highlands and
Hebrides because of their allegianc-
es with the Catholic Church in the
9th century. Gillian of the Battleaxe
is considered the founder of the
clan who lived around 1174 - 1249.

The MacLeans being Gaelic, migrat-
ed from Ulster (Northern Ireland)
to Scotland in eatlier centuries. Gil-
lean's great grandfather was Old
Dugald of Scone ( where the Stone
of Scone is from ) and was born
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around 1050 during the reign of
King Macbeth.

Gillean's great-great grandson settled
in Mull, and by 1390, Donald, Lord
of the Isles gave land to his two
brothers-in-law, thus starting the two
main branches of the clan: MacLeans
of Duart and the Maclaines of
Lochbuie, both on the Isle of Mull.
The Maclaines are widely consid-
ered a branch of clan MacLean.

The struggle for Scottish independ-
ence began at the Battle of Sterling
Bridge in 1296-97. The Macleans,
allied with Andrew de Moray,

merged their forces with William
Wallace and defeated the army of
King Edward I of England. At Ban-
nockburn in 1314, the Macleans
fought with Robert the Bruce and
defeated King Edward II.

During the 14th and 15th centuries
the MaclLeans fought many clan bat-
tles (civil wars). One such battle was
the Battle of Harlaw in 1411, when
the MacLeans fought against the
Duke of Albany and the Earl of Mar
who were large landowners. In an-
other battle "Red Hector of the Bat-
tles", the 6th chief of the Macl.eans
fought in single combat with the

chief of the clan Irvine. After the N

legendary struggle, both died of
wounds inflicted on each other.

The Battle of Flodden in 1513, dev-
astated Scotland’s leadership includ-
ing Hector MacLean the 9th chief.

www.saintandrewtallahassee.org

N James

During the 17th century, in a part
of the English Civil Wars, the 1st
Duke of Argyll, Archibald Camp-
bell, laid siege to Duart Castle in
1691. It was subsequently aban-
doned until 1751.

The great Keep of Duart was built by
Lachlan Lubanach Maclean about
1370, with additions to the castle
being made in the middle and late
16th century, and the late 17th
century. From 1691 to 1751 the
castle was occupied by the Redeoats
but then fell into ruins.

Duart Castle was restored early in
the 20th century by Sir Fitzroy
Donald MacLean and has been the
seat of the clan chief since it’s reo-
pening in 1912. The current chief
of clan MacLean is Sitr Hector
Charles MacLean of Duart and
Motvern. He is the 28th clan chief
and the 12th Baronet of Motrvern.
More recently, Duart Castle’s exte-

¥ rior was used in the 1999 movie

Entrapment with Sean Connery (of
Bond fame and whose
mother was a Macl.ean) and Cath-
erine Zeta Jones.

For more information on Clan
MacLean Associations go to
www.maclean.org. The next Gath-
ering of the Clan will be at Duart
Castle from the 18th to the 24th of
June in 2012.

New Clan Book Published

g Death or Victory, a
W light-hearted  re-telling
of twenty-one of the
Clan’s stories, was com-
*= missioned by the Clan
Maclean Heritage Trust
in memory of Sir Lach-
lan’s  first wife Mary,
who died in 2007. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of
the book will go to
support further projects
that reflect her keen
interest in children.
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Official SAS Piper
Tells All!

In the previous issue of the St. Andrew Cross,
St. Andrew Society of Tallabassee official
piper Joe Ashcraftalked about his person-
al history, how he got interested in piping,
Sfavorite bands, and the mentors and role mod-
els who inspired him to master the pipes. In
this, Part 11 of our interview with Joe, he dis-
cusses his summer workshop, favorite tunes
and personal pipe collection.

- Partll

leadership skills as well as your owrncome to mind. Last but not least, the

piping technique.
rel ated

Moving on to
subjects

slow airs “I Will Go Home to Kintail”

and ‘Flowdrs dof thék rest are ny s k¥

now about your musical repertoire favorites in this genre.

and pipe collection. In your reper-

toire, do you have any favorite gen-SAS. A good tune deserves a good

res or tunes?

6/8 Marches are my favorite genre,
particularly “John D. Burgess” (I re-
ceived a silver medal performing this
march at the Montgomery Games),
“Duncan Macgillivray Chief Steward,”
and the old standards “Farewell to the
Creeks” and “Cock o' the North.” The
2/4 Marches “Jimmy Young,” “Black
Watch Polka,” and “Highland Wed-
ding” all play well in my hands.

Among my favorite piobaireachd are
“Battle of Auldearn #2,” “MacLeod of
Raasay's Salute,” “I am Proud to Play a
Pipe,” “Field of Gold,” and “Duncan
MacRae of Kintail's Lament.” Of late

SAS: Joe, would you [ak‘? a momefn(hey have laid dormant in my reper-
to talk about your experiences tis ire. It would take a lot of practice,

summer at the North American
Academy of Piping and Drum-

memorization and polishing to prep
them on short notice for a concert — a

ming? What led you to select z‘h/stough exercise!

particular institution?

First, I wanted to express my gratitude
to officers and members of the St. An-
drew Society of Tallahassee for award-
ing the scholarship that made my
workshop attendance possible.

I selected the North American Acade-
my of Piping and Drumming, because
it has a good reputation and is the clos-
est to Tallahassee. The Academy is
located in Valle Crucis, North Caroli-
na. The workshop was very helpful in
teaching me to relax my technique a
bit, for example, using a metronome to
find the upbeat in a bar, keep a steady
tempo, and avoid my tendency to rush
things by. I learned helpful new tuning
strategies, too.  The techniques I
learned at the workshop will help me in
my capacity as Pipe Major to accurately
convey music to Tallahassee Pipe Band
members.

SAS.: Clearly, you brought backof

Jones N.

Sandy

“The Sheepwife” is my favorite in the
reel genre. Among the jigs I most like
to play are “Donald McPherson of
Mosspark™ paired with "Rakes of Kil-
dare,” "Donald McClellan's Tuning
Phrase,” “Braes of Mellanish,” “Drops
of Brandy,” “Ten Penny Jig,” and
“Batbara's Jig.”

“Upside Down at Edencourt,” “Boys
Brittany,”  “Mason's  Apron,”

some valuable tools from the work-“Crossing the Minch,” and “Winnipeg
shop to improve your Pjpe Major Forger” are favorite hornpipes that
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set of pipes. Would you describe
some of the pipes in your personal
collection? Do you have a favorite
instrument and, if so, what makes it
your favorite?

The favorite set in my collection is the
McCallum Morrison Reel Pipes, a very
responsive Cauld Wynd (cold wind or
bellows-blown) instrument, beautiful
to behold and a challenge to play. My
set of Sloan Scottish Small Pipes is also
bellows-blown.

I have three sets of Great Highland
Bagpipes. Of these, I mostly use my
Kintail pipes, but I also use a set of
delrin (plastic) Dunbars, reeded to pro-
duce maximum volume for parades
and rainy events. I also have two

mouth-blown sets — Zetland Pipes
(producing a unique medieval sound)
and Walsh Shuttle Pipes.

For solo competitions, I use an antique
silver-and-ivory set of unknown prove-

! nance. They are my prettiest pipes and

have a wonderful drone sound. When
not in use, I keep them in a bank lock-
box. I purchased them at an antique
shop after the proprietor accepted an
offer of as much as I could afford at
that time. The pipes were coated with
so much preservative compound that it
was difficult to discern exactly what it

Waselmyas pyrchagine; Bgck at home,

when I showed the pipes to my mentor
John McKinnon, his eyes widened,
and he exclaimed, “Let’s polish
them up!” Cleaning revealed the
fine silver and ivory workmanship,
and also the fact that the purchase
price was an incredible bargain!

In the next issue of The St. Andrew
Cross, our SAS interview of Joe Asheraft
concludes with Joe’s accounts of memorable
moments, ties to the Tallahassee Pipe
Band and SAS, and teaching experiences

THE ST. ANDREWS CROSS
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Scottish Trivia

1. The capital of Scotland, EdinburghWhat
is the name of the Queen's official residence
here?

a. Craigmillar
b. Edinburgh

4. Dundee is nicknamed the City of Discov-
ery after the ship of the same name which
was built here and is now a museum on the
city's waterfront. Whose flagship was it?

a. Chatles Darwin

b. James Cook

c. Robert Falcon Scott

c. Cowal

d. Cumbrae

8. In the southwest corner of Scotland is
the port of Stranraer. Which country
would you most likely catch a ferry to
from this town?

lyrood d. Francis Drake a. England
e b. Northern Ireland
d. Bute 5. Along the banks of the Tay to Perth; c. Wales

2. On the southern outskirts of Stirling is a
village which was the site of a famous battle
in which the Scots defeated the English in
1314. What is its name?

a. Preston Pans

what is the nickname of this town?
a. Fair City
b. Honest Toon
c. Auld Gray Toon
d. Granite City

d. Republic of Ireland

9. The town of Melrose is famous for
devising which sport?
a. Rugby Union Sevens

b. Shinty
b. Flodden 6. The town of Kirkwall is the capital of c. Cutling
c. Culloden which group of islands? d. Sheep Wrestling
d. Bannockburn a. Orkneys
b. Shetland 10. The city of Aberdeen enjoyed an
3. In the town of St Andrews, which is c. Hebrides economic boom in the 1970s and 80s as

most famous as the "Home of Golf", is also

d. Scilly Isles

a result of which industry?

the site of Scotland’s oldest university. In a. Fishing
which year was it founded? 7. The holiday town of Rothesay. This is b. Steel
a. 1611 the chief town of which island in the c. Micro-Electronics
b. 1311 Firth of Clyde? d. Oil
c. 1411 a. Arran
d. 1511 b. Bute Answers will be found on bottom of page 2.



